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THE HOLINESS OF SCRIPTURE 


AN EVIDENCE OF ITS TRUTHFULNESS. 


interview I had last week with an infidel. I 

will try to give, as briefly as I can, a reswné of 
my thoughts about it. They have been edifying 
and establishing to my own soul, and I trust they 
may be so to others. This is not the first time I 
have derived good indirectly through contact with 
enemies of the truth. Their opposition to the Word 
of God provokes in the believer a closer examination 
of that Word, which always results in a clearer 
view of its glory, and a profounder conviction of its 
divinity. 

Without further introduction, let me enter at 
once into my subject, that of the evidence afforded 
by the holiness of the Seriptures to the truthfulness 
of their teachings and claims. 

Like Jesus, the Scriptures calmly, unvaryingly, and 
majestically assert themselves to be from God. Yet 
on the subject of the evidences of the truthfulness of 
their teachings aud claims they say but little. Not 
that they are silent upon the subject. Like Him, 
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Ao subject was pressed upon my mind by an 
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when questioned and opposed, they point to the 
evidences afforded by the accomplishment of pro- 
heey, by miracles, by the direct witness of God, by 
their effects, (John v. 80—47) ; but, like Tfim, they 
do not put their evidence in the foremost place ; 
but rather present themselves first, relying upon the 
simple shining forth of their true character before 
the minds of those tanyht by the Holy Ghost, to 
secure for them the reception they seck. Light is 
self-evidencing to those who can see. It needs none 
to say of it, That is light. Wisdom is justified of 
her children. 

One of the leading and most glorious features of 
their character thus presented is holiness. From 
first to last the teachings of the Scriptures are as in- 
tolerant of evil, and slow with as celestial a purity, 
as those of Christ Tlimsel!. They are light, and in 
them is no darkness at all. Like Ilim, they rise 
before us from their mysterious and sacred concep- 
tion, grow through the years of their spotless youth, 
and reaching their maturity, traverse the dark 
wilderness Godwards, drawing the woudering world 
after them, healing the multitudes, scorned or adored 
according to the characters they encounter ; like Him 
rejected, like Him exalted, and glorified. In this 
passage across the ages of human history, all that 
the Bible touches upon, all it describes of evil and 
of good, becomes the occasion of unveiling its own 
spotless perfection. In their utterances, their aims, 
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their efforts, the Scriptures, like Christ, manifest a 
spirit perfectly holy and without sin. 

How pure is the object of their worship—the great 
Geing they reveal, proclaim, adore! Before the 
cyes of Jesus evermore remained the glorious vision 
of an unseen God. Like Him, the Scripture gazes 
at the face of the Eternal Father, and glows with 
the reflection of His holiness. It beholds Him in 
creation, in providence, in grace, in judgment. It 
never ceases to speak of Jehovah; holy, holy, holy 
is the God whom it unveils; of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity; light; love; a consuming fire; a 
Spirit; ternal; Almighty; blessed for ever; ruling 
over all; surrounded, obeyed, praised by holy 
seraphim ; forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin, 
by righteous mediation and sacrifice, in the riches 
of His grace; but visiting the transgressions of the 
fathers upon the children to the third and fourth 
generation; slow to anger; fearful in holiness; 
shunned by the wicked; dreaded by devils; the 
Judge of all; whose righteousness, whose mercy, 
whose glory shall never change or pass away. 

like Jesus, how pure is Scripture in all its 
utterances as to sin! With what simplicity and 
purity it describes it! How briefly it touches on 
the details of evil; how strongly it brings out all 
the horrors of its effects. Think of its history of 
the fall, the flood, the destruction of Sodom, the 
sins and punishments of Israel, the transgressions 
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and chastisements of God’s own children. Like 
Jesus, it reveals the depths of the heart, unbosoms 
man to himself, touches the evil, as sunshine the 
darkness, to dispel it—as Christ the leper, to bring 
healing, itself remaining undefiled. Search it for 
the most transient sympathy with the world of 
iniquity it discovers, and you search in vain. The 
eyes with which it gazes at evil are not those of 
wanton flesh and blood, but are as a flame of fire ; 
the countenance with which it rebukes it is terrible 
as the lightning. 

How holy are the Jaws it imposes, the precepts it 
delivers! Like the laws of Jesus in the New Testa- 
ment, the laws of Scripture, as a whole, are the 
written embodiment of perfection. Ponder the laws 
given by Moses. Think of the table of the ten 
commandments, guarding as they do from voilation 
all the great interests of God and man. Think of 
all the other moral precepts of that law, and of the 
great summary of those precepts in the law of 
perfect love to God and to man. Think of the cere- 
monial laws; interpret them as the Scripture in- 
terprets them, and consider the spotless holiness 
they were intended to inculcate and defend. Think 
then of the preceptive teaching of the apostles ; for 
example, of Paulin Romans xii.; think of the entire 
moral teachings of Scripture. Can man conceive a 
purer purity than the purity of heart, of thought, of 
word, of life, that it commands? Nay, too pure to 


EVIDENCE OF ITS TRUTHFULNESS. 13 


be comprehended save by the sanctified, thy purity, 
O Word of God, is that for which the righteous 
hunger and thirst; whose souls break for the long- 
ing that they have at all times to Thy command- 
ments ! 

Like those of Jesus, all the antipathies of Scripture 
are holy antipathies. It hates the evil; it loves the 
good, Its war is with Satan. Its work is the des- 
truction of his works. Its triumph, victory over him ; 
yea, over sin in every form, in every heart, in every 
age, It cannot bear them that are evil; it tries 
them that say they are apostles, prophets, saints, 
and are not, and finds them liars; it abhors all that 
is evil; its hatred to those that hate God, is a 
perfect hatred—it counts them its onemies. 

Like those of Jesus, the prayers, the desires, the 
olyects, the expectations of Scripture, are all holy. 
How it weeps over sin! Think of the 51st Psalm ; 
think of one half the Psalms. Think of Paul’s 
prayers in Ephesians, Colossians, Thessalonians. 
Think of the prayers in Revelation. Think of all 
the prayers of patriarchs and prophets it contains. 
What do they cry for? Is there in all this Book of 
prayers one single sinful desire 2 Think of the 
objects for which Christ not only prayed, but lived 
and died! Think, then, of the objects for which 
Moses wrote, and David, and the prophets, and the 
apostles—for which they, too, suffered—for which 
many, yea, most of them, were slain! What were 


they ? Selfish ? sinful? carthly ? Sought they not 
viehtcousness? Sought they not God, His kingdom, 
His glory, His will; the saving of souls from death ; 
the filling of heaven with the redeemed, the blood- 
washed, the purified ? Is it not true of the Bible, as 
a whole, that this is all its purpose and all its 
desire ? 

Then think of the holiness of its effects. No man 
ever exerted such an influence over the world as 
Christ. No book ever exerted such an influence as 
the Bible! What have they wrought? What have 
they found men? and what have they made those 
who have received them? Take, as an example of 
their influence, the character of Paul, of John, of 
the hundreds one might name who have received 
that Christ, who have hid in their hearts that Word, 
and have thus been sanctified. Who ean describe 
the effects on them of that Word which is their 
meditation all the day ; of that Word in which they 
have delighted more than in all the treasures of 
earth besides ? How hathit tamed their passions, 
and cleansed their affections, and kindled their 
aspirations, and inspired their prayers, their praises, 
and instigated their labours, and sustained them in 
their sufferings, in their martyrdoms ? The tree is 
known by its fruits. Christ, then, is known by His 
true disciples, and Scripture by the lives of true 
believers—the holiest, the happiest of men. Who 
has ever deeply, truly received Him and them, and 
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not been sanctified ? Of all these holy effects, the 
cause must be holy. The Book, which in this sense 
doeth righteousness, must be righteous. The Word 
which sauctifies must be pure. 

Now, does not this marked holiness of the Book 
afford the most conclusive evidence of its truthful- 
ness? What must have been the characters of the 
men who wrote it? They could not have been bad 
men. Bad men could never have conceived a 
religion so pure as that of the Bible, so elevated, so 
Divine. Could they even have conceived it, they 
would have been the last to desire its promulgation 
and establishment; since it wages war against all 
their favourite lusts and practicos—brands them 
with infamy, and covers them with condemnation. 
Still less would they have laboured, suffered, sacri- 
ficed all, and even died to establish it, to spread 
such a religion in the world. No! the authors of 
this holy Book, Moses, Daniel, Paul, John, the 
prophets, evangelists, apostles, must have been, 
were holy men. Streams so pure must have pure 
sources ; no polluted fountain could have sent them 
forth. If, then, they were holy men, they spahe the 
ruth; they could not have been at the same time 
the holiest of men and the greatest of liars. No 
men abhorring that which is evil, and cleaving to 
that which is good, could have perpetrated such a 
wholesale, monstrous, systematic fraud as the Bible 
must be, if not true—could have invented and 


—— 


16 TAH HOLINESS OF SCRIPTURE AN 


imposed upon the world a false and fraudulent 
religion. Yfoly men could never have pretended to 
be Divinely inspired prophets and heaven-sent 
apostles, Anowing they were nothing of the sort ; that 
they had witnessed miracles, secn angels, received 
revelations, and been entrusted with commission 
and authority from God Himself, had it not been so. 
Such men could not have voluntarily deceived, that is 
plain; nor could they by any possibility have been 
deceived in such matters, and on such a seale. One can 
understand how good men might be betrayed into 
believing and publishing false traditions, as to 
persons and events of bygone times; but be it 
remarked, that the apostles and evangelists wride as 
eye-witnesses, and are known to have been contem- 
porarics of The Great Character they describe. 
They claim credence on the ground that they 
personally witnessed, heard, saw, handled the 
things that they relate; this they recognise as an 
essential qualification of an apostle. ‘Of these 
men that have companied with us all the time 
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
beginning from the baptism of John unto that same 
day that He was taken up from us, must one be 
ordained to be a witness with us of His resurrec- 
tion ;”’ i.¢c., an apostle in the place of Judas. Paul 
says, ‘Am I not an apostle? have I not seen Jesus 
Christ our Lord?” and ‘I certify you, brethren, 
that the gospel which was preached of me, is not 
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after man; for I neither received it of man, neither 
was I taught it; but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” (Gal. i.) ‘For I have received of the 
Lord that which I delivered unto you.” (1 Cor. xi.) 
Peter says, “We have not followed cunningly 
devised fables, when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; but 
were eye-witnesses of His Majesty, when we were with 
Him on the holy mount.” And John says, ‘ That 
which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, 
that ye also may have fellowship with us;” “‘ we 
beheld His glory; ” ‘he that saw it bare record, and 
his record is true.”’ (John xix. 35-) ‘“ This is the 
disciple which testificth of these things, and wrote 
these things; and we know that his testimony is 
true.” (John xxi. 24.) 

They were, then, eyo-witnesses of that which they 
recount; and these matters are of such a nature, 
that it is impossible they should have been them- 
selves deceived about them. Good men may be 
deceived by chichanery, and deluded by enthusiasm 
to a certain extent—but never to such an extent, 
and about such things, as to whether such an extra- 
ordinary supernatural Divine person as Christ had 
lived with them, or no; as to whether three of them 
at a time had seen him transfigured, and heard the 
voice of God proclaim Him His well-beloved Son, or 
no; as to whether he had wrought, not a few isolated 
miracles in a corner, but a whole mass of them— 
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thousands, under every varicty of circumstance, in 
open day, before multitudes of witnesses, followed 
by marvellous effects on those who beheld them, or 
no; as to whether the sun was darkened, the earth 
shaken, and the rocks were rent at Ilis death, or no; 
and above all, as to whether He rose from the dead, 
conversed with them from time to time after that 
resurrection, for forty days, and then finally ascended 
before their eyes into heaven, or no; as to whether 
they saw angels, and received from them verbal 
communications—then and subsequently, or no; as 
to whether they had in their own persons been 
baptised with tle mighty power of the Holy Ghost, 
and had tongues of fire sit on their heads, and becn 
enabled to speak with other tongues, or no; yea, as 
to whether they themselves had wrought miracles 
in the name of Jesus, curing ile sick and raising the 
very dead, or no. On these anda thousand other such 
points, they could not yossibly have been deceived. 
‘Since, then, the apostles were neither deccivers nor 
deceived—their witness is true—and if true, we are 
bound to believe it, and to adore as God, and reccive 
as Saviour, the Christ of whom they testify. 

The same thing may be said as regards Moses and 
the prophets ; the visible and andible revelations of 
‘God, which they declare themselves to have reccived ; 
the miracles they profess to have witnessed and 
wrought, and the results they describe as following, 
shut out all possibility of self-deception, as much as 
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their own holiness of character forbids the supposition 
that they willingly deceived. 

The holiness of the Bible involves thus, by a simple and 
necessary consequence, its truthfulness ; to its heart’s core 
it is pure ; it breathes the breath of sincerity ; in its 
mouth is found no guile; its lips are no lying lips; with 
these lips, incapable of falsehood, it evermore unvary- 
ingly declares itself to be the written Word of God. 

Like the living Word, Jesus Himself, it stands 
before us, spotless, incomparable, and with an au- 
thority sustained by miracles, by prophecy, and by 
righteousness, such as the world has never paralleled, 
proclaims itself to be from above. Like Tis, its 
language is— 

« Ye are from beneath ; I am from above; ye are of 
this world ; I am not of this world! ” To the reiterated 
question, ‘¢ Who art thou,” it answers, ‘‘ Even the 
same that I said unto you from the beginning.” It 
explains the opposition of those who reject it by saying, 
like Jesus, ‘‘ Because I tell you the truth, ye believe 
me not. Which of you convrinecth me of sin, and if I 
say the truth, why do ye not believe me ? He that is 
of God heareth God’s words. Ye therefore hear them . 
not, because ye are not of God.” ‘ For everyone that 
doeth evil, hateth the light ; neither cometh to the 
light, lest his deeds should be reproyed ; but he that 
doeth truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds may 
be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.”’ 

Of the unbelievers who hate it, and persistently seek 
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its destruction, it calmly says, “If I had not come 
and spoken unto them, they had not had sin ; but 
now they have no cloke for their sin; he that hateth 
me, hateth my Father also; if I had not done 
among them the works which none other man did, they 
had not had sin ; but now have they both seen and 
hated both me and my Father.’’ And what shall be 
the doom of such ? Shall the wicked for ever be 
permitted with impunity to reject its revelation and 
and trample on its claims ? JIear its own solemn 
reply, ‘‘ Ile that rejecteth Me, and receiveth not My 
words, hath one that judgeth him! The word that 
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last 
day!” 

Let us thank God for the erace which has made 
us to differ, which has opened our eyes to behold the 
glory of the divine Word, full of grace and truth ; 
which enables us to walk in its light, as the children 
of the light. In its ways of holiness may we per- 
severe unto the end, 
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“or we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when 
we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; but were eye-witnesses of His majesty.’ 1 I’ct. i. 16, 


at AM glad to be here once more. It scems strange 
to me—strange, for it is now not far from two 
years since I was here; and yet so familiar, 
having been here so often in the past. It 1s pleasant 
to have the opportunity of speaking again in my own 
language, having been occupied now for nearly two 
years in speaking in a foreign tongue. To me it is 
a matter of deep interest, that I should have been 
permitted to labour previous to the outbreak of this 
war, and to hold with the pastors of Paris more than 
seven hundred meetings in that city; and ihose 
mectings have reached thousands who had never 
heard the gospel. And that | have been privileged 
to witness for Christ in nearly fifty different places 
on the continent, and been permitted to distribute 
large numbers of tracts ; and that this should have 
taken place previous to the outbreak of this war, is 
to me a matter of decp interest. Who can tell what 
its consequences may be? One thought fills my 
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mind, and that is, that this war is a judgment from 
God, and that God will execute His judgments upon 
those who despise His Son. You hardly realize here 
the existence of those great so-called Christian, but 
really, infidel nations; for example, Hrance, with its 
name of Christianity, but in reality, profoundly in- 
fidel. I cannot express the conviction that has 
grown in my mind, that that people is a people infi- 
del to the heart’s core. I do not believe that on the 
face of the carth, the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 
is more trampled on and despised, than in France. 
I cannot conyey to you the impression, that has been 
growing in my soul as regards the infidelity I have 
seen there. God judges not only individuals, but 
nations; aud God has yet to pour out His judg- 
ments upon the nations of Kurope. Jf God docs not 
judge nations, as such, before the day of judgment, 
He will never judge them as such at all. I believe 
we are living in solemn times, as regards the world, 
and as regards the professing church, and as regards 
the saints of God. Returning to England, and en- 
quring, ‘‘ How isithere at home ?” ‘Ah, there is so 
much infidelity here and there; darkness secms to 
gather and to thicken.” Ah, dear friends, these are 
solemn times, and we need in these times, when the 
truth of God is beimg assailed, and whicn infidelity 
is asserting itself so boldy, again to fecl for the 
foundations, to assure ourselves that we are built, 
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not unon the sand, but upon the solid, eternal rock 
of divine, living truth. That is just what I want to 
do this morning ; and I must preach what I feel is 
needed, with God’s help. I am always obliged to 
preach according to my own convictions, and when I 
think you need to hear about judement rather than 
merey, I preach it; and when grace, rather than 
righteousness, I preach grace, bringing forth what I 
believe at the time to be the needed truth. Well, 
now, that is just what I wish to do this morning, and 
in order that we may realize the stable, certain, and 
abiding character of those truths which have been 
preached in our midst, [ want this morning to dwell 
somewhat upon the cumeness of the reality of these 
things. 

Now, as Peter says—and he raises this question, 
and be it remarked, he writes this in his 2nd epistle, 
at a time when he was assured he was shortly about 
to appear in the presence of the Lord—the Lord has 
shown me, he says in the 14th verse of this Ist 
chapter, “that shortly I must put off this my taber- 
nacle ... Moreover, I will endeavour that ye may be 
able, after my deccase, to have theso things always 
in remembrance ; for we have not followed cunningly 
devised fables, when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; but 
were eye witnesses of His majesty ; for He received 
from God the Father honour and glory, when there 
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came such a voice to Him from the excellent glory, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
And this voice, which came from heaven, we heard, 
wlicn we were with Him in the holy mount.” Now, 
Peter raises the question ; he says, Are these things 
fables or facts ? No, he says, we have not followed 
cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto 
you the power and coming ofour Jord Jesus Christ ; 
we were with TIim in the mount; we were eye- 
witnesses of Its majesty, and we heard the voice 
saying, ‘¢ This is My beloved Son, im whom Jam well 
pleased.” But, besides these, says Peter, “ we have 
also a more sure word of prophecy ”-—the inspired 
Word of the living God; for this is a lamp shining 
in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day Star 
arise in your hearts.” Well now, with God’s help, 
dear friends, leb us consider some of the great evi- 
dences and proofs of the reality of those things 
which we receive as realilics; of the truth of that 
gospel that has been proclaimed in our midst, and 
of those spiritual things which are not, and cannot 
be, evident to sight; but which are evident to faith, 
and which have been preached among us. 

We have preached, then, tun Existence ov Gop. 
We have said, and I have said, that though we can- 
not behold //im—though the eye cannot seo His 
form, though the ear cannot hear JIis voice, nor the 
hand of man touch His Person, He exists. the living 
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and the true God. We have said, that as sure as 
man exists, God exists; that as sure as the creature 
exists, the Creator exists; that as sure as the uni- 
verse exists, its King exists, that there sits upon the 
throne, unseen, on high, heholding all things, that 
King eternal, invisible, whom no man can approach 
unto, ‘whom no man hath seen, nor can seo.” 
Have we followed cunningly devised fables? Is His 
existence a fable, or a fact? Where are our evi- 
dences? We beliove in the existence of God; others 
deny it. Icome from the very bosom of infidelity, 
where thousands deny the existence of God, and reject 
and despise that Person whom we adore. Where 
are our evidences? We cannot say that we have 
seen Him, that we lave heard His voice, and beheld 
the brightness of His beauty. Why do we beliove 
in Nis existence? Is it as a matter of tradition ? 
Where aro our evidences? Oh, dear friends, where 
are they not? What is there in us, around us, about 
us, or beneath us, that docs not witness to ITis exis- 
tenee. Where are the evidences of THis existence ! 
Let those who deny Tis existenee blot out His sun 
from the heavens, if they can. Tiet. those who deny 
{lis existence destroy the works of His hand, the 
witnesses of His glory, if they can. If they could, 
they would remain themselves, monuments of Him 
whom they deny. Every house has been built hy 
some man. Nobody can gaze wpon a house, and 
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consider it; no one can consider the walls, and the 
roof, the windows, the doors, the foundations, with- 
out sceing it was made for certain purposes; that the 
windows were made to let in light, the door for en- 
trance and exit, the roof to give shelter, the walls 
meant for strength and protection, that there is 
design in the whole thing, that they did not make 
themselves, did not come to be there by accident ; but 
that the whole thing is the result of deliberate and 
wise design, and proves a designer, and a wise de- 
siencr. And who can consider this glorious universe, 
this temple of the majesty of God ? who can gaze upon 
it, with its magnificent worlds, with all the creatures 
that people it, without seeing the design, the inten- 
tion, the wisdom? The evidences of design J cannot 
pause to describe. We have no time to speak about 
the perfect adaptation of every known creature and 
thing to certain wiso and important ends. We are 
lost amid the riches of the evidences of design in all 
things. Now then, all this design proves a designer. 
And that designer! Oh, what kind of a Designer is 
He? His goodness is evidenced by His works ; His 
wisdom by all He hasmade; and it is unfathomable, 
no matter what works you take. The earth and the 
entire universe, with all that they contain, are the 
ceaseless witnesses, the mighty testimony {o the exis- 
tence and perfectness of the Creator. Oh, glorious 
fact! and those that say they cannot sec Him are 
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blind, because He reveals Himself by the works of 
His hands. God isa Spirit; I would not have Him 
visible; no, but that blessed God roveals and mani- 
fests Himself by the voice of His Word, and the works 
of His hands; they are His witnesses, they speak for 
Him when He is silent, and on their testimony we 
would rest as upon axock. We have not followed 
cunningly devised fables, when we asserted the exis- 
tence of the unseen God; for all things witness of His 
existence, and that He is infinitely good, and wise, 
und powerful. 

Again. We teach here, and preach, not merely the 
existence of God; but we have preached here tur 
ESSENTIAL DIFFERENCE perwens Goop ano lHvir—a 
difference which is increasingly ‘enied. Oh, how I 
have had to conflict with this on the continent. Hap- 
pily, this form of evil is not so widely known here; 
but there the very foundations themselves are under- 
minded, and men have hearkened to the words of the 
prophets, who put light for darkness, and darkness 
for ight, We assert that the works of the flesh are 
evil. We have asserted that adultery, fornication, 
malice, covetousness, and such like, are all evil, 
and only evil, and produce evil, and deserve punish- 
ment; and then, that love, and joy, and peace, and 
such like, are all good. This has been the doc- 
trine that hag been preached, that has given its 
moral tone to all the preaching we have heard, as 
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far as those preaching have been faithful. And now 
the question arises, Have we followed cunningly 
devised fables, in asserting and believing these things, 
that all those acts which are called ‘‘ the works of 
the flesh,” are essentially and only evil; and that 
all these that are called “fruit of the Spirit,” are 
essentially and eyerlastingly good ? Whiere are our 
evidences? Do we rest our convictions upon a rock, 
or upon the shifting sand of mere human judgment ? 
What is the answer to this question ? Dear friends, 
we have not to go far to find an answer to this 
question, thank God. Every man carries in his own 
bosom, carries with him wherever He goes—every 
man carries with him, whether He will or not, the 
firm unfaltering witness to the broad difference 
between good and cvil, between right and wrong; 
we call that witness conscience. Ilow universal the 
existence of conscience! how impossible to silence 
conscience! Now what is the testimony of this 
world’s conscience-—different in its degree; but the 
same inits character. Go back into past ages; 
read the books of Pagans, who lived prior to the 
existence of the New Testament Scriptures; read 
their writings as regards morality; you will find 
they were right on the whole; they made some 
mistakes ; they had not got all light; but they had 
a great deal of light; they had much light upon 
these points, as regards what was good, and what 
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was evil; what was right, and what was wrong; and 
it is according to the testimony of this witness, that 
is, conscience, that God will judge the heathen 
world. That testimony exists ; conscience exists, and 
witnesses throughout the world. Read the beoks 
of Chinese philosophers ; you will find correct convic- 
tions breathing through their writings, as regards 
what is right and wrong. There are differences in 
the degrees of this light ; but it is the same through- 
out the whole world. Now then, we carry this wit- 
ness with us, and that conscience says to every man, 
such and such acts are wrong, or such and such acts 
are right; and therefore, in asserting the evil of the 
one, and the good of the other, we have not followed 
cunningly devised fables; but we have uttered that 
which God Himself utters through the voice of His 
own witness in every human soul, that voice which 
speaks truly, and sternly, and universally, and which 
nothing can silence. 

Again. We have asserted here and elsewhere the 
doctrine of tue Granpaur anp tum Fane ov Man. 
Have we been just sell-deceivers ? have we followed 
cunningly devised fables ¢ What are our evidences 
of the greatness, and of the fall of man ? Where 
are our evidences of his dignity, and of his ruin and 
wretchedness ? Ilow evident and how simple the 
answer. Thank God He has given us clear light 
upon these things. Where are our evidences, then, 
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of the greatness, and of the ruin of man? As 
regards his greatness, ponder a moment. What 
kind of beings are we—this being that we call 
man, that nothing here on earth can satisfy ? Are 
his desires great or small? Put the whole world 
into his possession ; he says, “‘ Give me more.” 
Is he great 2? Man whose mind scarches restlessly 
after increase of knowledge, whose mind has made 
unceasing progress, and never halted in the pursuit of 
knowledge. Is he great, or is he to be despised—this 
being whose aspirations mount beyond the clouds, 
and enter the world cternal, and look far into the fu- 
turity that sense cannot perceive ? Is he great, or is 
he despicable—he whose thoughts range throughout 
all space, and all time, whose mind traverses heaven 
and earth, and explores the mysteries of the seen 
and the unseen ? What kind of a being must he be 
in whose power Cod has actually permitted to exist 
the ability to break his Jaws, and im whose con- 
science God has written His commandments, and 
whom God has called by the voice of revelation, 
and of His Spirit, to glory and immortality ? Have 
we followed cunningly devised fables, when we 
lave asserted and taught his dignity and vereat- 
ness? And have we taught fables, when wo have 
asserted his ruin and wretchedness ? Jict sin 
give the answer to that question—sin in all its shades 
of blackness, sin in its universality. et sin, 
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from the very commencement to the present day, 
give the answer, with all its tears and groans ; 
let sickness, and sorrow, and death give their evi- 
dence as regards man’s ruin. Every hospital, and 
prison, and grave-yard, and every coffin, and every 
shroud, tell ug that this being, ercated in the image 
of God, is feeble, and fallen, degraded, and con- 
demned, and therefore needs a Saviour. 

Again. What has been the doctrine we have 
taught here about Tue Brivis ? Ah, dear friends, 
many of us realize that faith cannot lve upon 
mere assertions ; it demands something deeper ; it 
demands proofs. Now, then, what las been the 
doctrine which we have taught here as reyards the 
Bible? We have gaid that Book is true, that that 
book, in its descriptions, in its histories, in all its 
teachings, from the first to the last, is a book of 
truth ; and therefore that it deserves to be received 
with faith. Faith has to do with facts. Have we 
followed cunningly devised fables in asserting that 
this Book is true ? Where are our evidences ? 
Kyidences! Oh, how they crowd upon the mind 
that searches for them. I have been privileged 
to travel over most oi the lands closely connected 
with this Book—lands in which the books of the Bible 
were written—Heypt, Palestine, Asia Minor, even 
in Greece ; and what have I seen? How often 
I have borne this witness in France, and now I bear 


34 FACTS, NOT LrABLES. 


it in my own language. Everything I have seen in 
these lands, which we call biblical lands, the cradle 
of this Book—everything that I have seen in these 
lands bas borne its testimony to the truthfulness of 
Seripture. LI cannot now go into the question ; I 
have no time at the present moment ; I cannot now 
describe to you these things. I have wandered 
in Egypt, among the iuins and temples, and 
walked over tho burning sands of the desert ; 
IT have crossed the Red Sea, and been by the 
waters of that Jordan of which you read in this 
Book ; have walked upon the top of that Mount of 
Olives ; and walked in that Jerusalem, which you 
read of here ; and seen Nazareth and Bethlehem ; and 
been at Ephesus, where Paul laboured for three 
years ; have seen these things with my own eyes ; 
have gazed upon the temples at Athens, aud sieod 
on Mars’ [Will ; have scen these things, and many 
more, with my own eyes. You have ouly got to go 
there and see these things, or read the pages of 
historians, in order to realize the truthfulness of 
this Book. 

And then, further, im asserting that the Bible is 
inspived—that it is not only the truth as tanght by 
man; but the truth as revealed by God—have we 
followed cunningly devised fables ? or do we assert 
facts upon the ground of solid evidence ? What are 
our evidences of the inspiration of this Book ? How 
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can Lcompress such a subject into a sentence ? All 
I will say is this: the Bible stands alone; ib was 
written in an age that has handed down to us nu- 
merous writings ; but it alone rises above the level 
of all contemporaneous writings ; it alone lifts itself 
above the general level of human thoughts, as the Alps 
would lift themselves, as from some low plain they 
towered into the heavens. Oh, how magnificent this 
Book! Oh, the purity of its purity, the light of its 
light, the holiness of its doctrines, and of its laws ! 
How it reveals the human heart, and the true cha- 
racter of God! How it shews man what heis! How 
it reveals to him God, so as to convince him that God 
is what He says He is, by the glorious self-ovidencing 
character of the revelation! What an evidence of 
its inspiration is the fulfilment of prophecy ! 
Propheey—What is it? It is a miracle ; it is a 
miracle of knowledge. He that heals the sick with 
a word, or raises the dead with a touch, performs a 
miracle of power; but He that foretclls future 
events, performs a miracle, not of power, but of know- 
ledge. This Book contains prophecies of the Jows, 
of the Christian church, of the experiences of cities 
and nations, and of our Lord Jesus Christ. I say 
that the prophets who spoke ages ago these words, 
which have been, and are still bemg fulfilled, evi- 
denced that they were not guided by the mind of man, 
but by the mind of God, and by His Spirit ; and 
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therefore, in resting upon this Book, and accepting 
it as the Word of God, we follow not cunningly 
devised fables ; but we build upon the eternal Rock ; 
for we have sure evidences of its inspiration. 

Once more. Tho doctrine that has been preached 
here, and taught in our midst—What is it? It has 
been, not only that this Book is true, and the Word 
of God ; but that Jesus Christ, whose name is so fami- 
liar to us, and of whose acts we have so often heard and 
tathed, is the Son of God, and the Saviour of the world. 
And in assorting that He is the Son of God and the 
Saviour of mankind—in teaching that His blood was 
shed for our sins—and in teaching that those whe 
believe in Him receive His Spirit, and are made 
heirs of God, and joint-hcirs with Christ—have we 
followed cunningly devised fables ? Have we just 
floated down upon the stream of tradition 2 TTave 
we simply told what we have heard ? Or have 
we said these things, anl do we inaintain these 
things, because these things are so, and because 
we have evidence that they are so ? What is 
the answer to that question? How do we know 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the 
Saviour of the world, and that those who believe 
have cverlasting life? How do we know it ? 
Dear friends, none can deny, and none can doubt, 
that Jesus Christ, of whom we speak, existed. It 
is a very important thing, that not even His ene- 
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mies, not even the most bitter of His enemies, have 
ever denied His existence; on the contrary, the writ- 
ings of some of the worst infidels, so far from deny- 
ing the existence of Jesus Christ, not only declare He 
has existed, but describe in glowing terms the cha- 
racter of Jesus Christ ; indeed, I do not know where 
to find among Christian writings, commendations 
more beautiful and cloquent than some of these. 
Infidels, then, do not deny His existence ; nor Jews, 
though they be His enemies. And we have His his- 
tory ; andit is a remarkable thing we have it written 
by four different men who knew Him, and when we 
compare these four different histories, we find four 
portraits of one Person, and these are taken trom 
four different points of vicw, and written at four 
different times, by four different hands ; and when 
we compare the four pictures together, they prove to 
be pictures of one and the same individual ; for 
though there are some slight differences, owing 
to the points of view from which they were taken ; 
yet the result is a similarity amounting to identity. 
None can doubt they all belong to the same Person, 
and the character of this Person is unique—there is 
nothing like it. He stands alone. Look where you 
will, where will you find another Christ ? There 
have been Napolcons, «nd Crsars, and all sorts of 
great men ; but where will you find another Christ ? 
That character, oh, who shall describe it? It is 
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unlike any other character ; and what perfection, 
the moral perfection of this blessed character !| How 
unapproachable ! It is the absence of all sin and 
evil, and the presence of all righteousness, and the 
blending of every kind of excellence ; not only no 
wickedness, no falseness, no changeableness, no 
worldly-mindedness, no pride, nothing of this sort ; 
but there is the presence of all love and goodness ; 
and then there is the blending of power and meek- 
ness, of majesty and humility, of greatness and 
gentleness, of sternness and tenderness, of faithful- 
ness and pity, in one word, of every possible per- 
fection. Who shall deseribe it? Then listen to 
His words. What wisdom and purity they possess ? 
what authority and power! Think, too, of the 
prophecies fulfilled in His Person. I can only 
allude to them in passing. The Old ‘Testament is 
filled with prophecies concerning the Person, and 
coming, and work of Jesus Christ, which being 
fulfilled in Him, prove Him to be the Son of God. 
And then there areall the unspoken prophecies, which 
we call types, all the forms and ceremonies, which 
are clearly understood by the Christian mind, under 
the guidance of the Holy Ghost, to refer to Him, and 
which prove Him to be the Christ. And then, again, 
there are all the prophecies which He spoke in His 
life—prophecies relating to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, which have been fulfilled; prophecies relating 
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to the apostacy and feebleness of His church, which 
have been fulfilled ; prophecies relating to the in- 
crease of infidelity, which haye been and are being 
fulfilled ; their fulfilment prove Ilim to be what He 
says He is, the Son of God and the Saviour of the 
world. And lastly, there is the amasing power 
wielded by the Lord Jesus Christ over the hearts and 
souls of men, which proves Him to be divine. Who 
but He ever spoke peace to the accusing conscience ? 
Who but He ever changed the lion to a lamb, the 
serpent to adove ? Who but He ever made the 
thorn tree to blossom as the rose ? Who but He ever 
poured the balm of Gilead into bleeding and broken 
hearts 2? Who but Ue has ever changed the evil 
nature of man, and renewed it in the image of God ? 
Who but He has ever gained the throne in the affec- 
tions of millions ? Who but He has ever made a 
sinner to become a saint, and to triumph over the 
world, the flesh and the devil? And who but He 
has ever filled the dying lips of His saints with songs 
of victory, and filled the hearts of Ils people with 
anticipations of glory, which no tongue can utter or 
deseribe. Well now, I say that the power of Jesus 
Christ, of His words, Ilis doctrine, the power of 
His love, this power in the mind and heart, and 
in the world, a power that has created His Church, 
that has renewed individuals past all number, a 
power that manifests itself to-day, a power that we 
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have felt ; I say that this power proves Him to be 
the Son of God and the Saviour of the world. Well 
then, thank God “ we followed not cunningly devised 
fables,’ when we made known unto you the divine 
character and saving work of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

When I approached this subject, | felt there was 
need to utter these things. May God strengthen 
your faith, and lead those here, who have as yet stood 
aloof, to the Lord Jesus Christ, the only Saviour 
of sinners, Oh, may they come to Him, such as 
they are. His cross is a reality. Eighteen hundred 
years ago that cross was uplifted, and He hung 
there on that cross to save sinners. Come and rest 
upon it. By dying He has atoned for all our sins. 
This is a revealed fact, and faith receives it on the 
authority of God, and rejoices in it. DBelicve in the 
Son of God. Cast your burdens on Ilim. Leliove, 
and you shall live; and God in your salvation shall 
be glorified. Amen. 


“BEHOLD YOUR GOD!” 


“BEHOLD YOUR GOD:” 


“Say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God.” Isaiah x1. 9. 


Giast Sunday I addrcssed you on the words,— 
Ge ‘ We have not followed cunningly devised fables, 
when we made known unto you the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ,’ and I endeavoured to 
help you to fecl the rock that is bencath us, the 
mighty, immoveable mass of evidence on which we 
build and rest; and to shew how conscience uni- 
versally in man, whether man will or not, witnesses 
that right is right, and wrong is wrong, and that 
all that is calledin the Bible “works of the flesh” 
is evil, and all that is called ‘fruit of the Spirit” 
3s good; how the whole human race witnesses to the 
nobility and the ruin of man, as testificd in the 
Scriptures ; how history and the remains of antiquity 
witness to the truth of the book we call the Bible, the 
character of its teachings, the fulfilment of its pro- 
phecies, and the regencrating influence of its truths ; 
and then, lastly, how the character, and prophecies, 
and power of Jesus Christ witness to His divinity, 
that He is not merely man, but God, in whom alone 
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is all our salvation, and ought to be all our desire. 
And now, this morning, I wish to take up the sub- 
ject of the Person of Christ. 
«« Say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God.” 
One of the brightest marks of the divinity of Scrip- 
ture —that Scripture is not of the work of man, but 
of God—is this, that Scripture throughout, from first 
to last, in every chapter, in every scene, in every 
sentence, reveals God. Doesit speak of providence ? 
you sec God ruling. If it gives the laa, that law 
comes as His voice. From first to last it is the 
revelation of God, the glory of God, the work of 
God; its whole object is to bring man to God, to 
establish the kingdom of God, to render men God- 
like; that stamps the Bible as the work of God. 
Man is too selfish and ignorant, too worldly, too sin- 
ful, to liave been the author of such a work. But 
the Bible reveals God pre-cminently in the Person of 
Jesus Christ. ‘*No man hath scen God at any time ; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, He hath declared Him.’ Now this fact, that 
God was manifest in Jesus Christ, manifest in the 
flesh, that God Himself has become incarnate, and 
taken our nature, and dwelt among us, and has in 
our nature atoned for sin on the cross, is so stupen- 
dous, and so amazing, that no one ought to receive 
it but on the weightiest evidence, and we do well to 
examine the evidence on which we do receive it, in 
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order that our faith may be strengthened, and our 
souls rooted and grounded in Christ. 
Now let us suppose that the great God who has re- 
vealed His glory, His wisdom, His powcr, His in- 
finity in Christ, and that reveals Tis justice and His 
goodness in providence, were to take our nature, 
and were to dwell among us, in order that in our 
nature He might atone for our sins, how might we 
expect His glory and divine character to reveal 
themselves in His human form and hfe on carth ? 
I do not believe we are competent fully to reply ; 
but L think we are in some measure ; I am sure we 
can say, for one thing, that the life Ie would live 
on earth would be a pure and spotless one. And 
we can say more; we can say that the great God 
who formed all things, is a God of glory, and there- 
fore we believe that there would be more or less of 
glory in the manifestation of Himself among men: 
and yet if He were to take our natwre to redeem us 
by death, then the manifestations of His glory would 
be limited by the very nature of Tlis work. Suppose 
He came to earth at all, Ife must humble Uimself; 
suppose He came to earth to redeem us by being 
slain by wicked men, then tc manifestation of His 
glory must be such as not to prevent their rejecting 
and erucifying Him: such as would render them 
without excuse, but not such as would utterly arrest 
them. It would never do for Him to come down 
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in all JJis glory, accompanied by angels; for men 
secing Jim thus, would never dream of rejecting 
and despising Him; and, therefore, if God were to 
come down to earth to redcem us from our sins, it 
would be necessary for Him to conceal the greater 
pazt of His glory, in order to leave men to their own 
wills, so that they might receive Him upon moral 
evidence, or reject Him, otherwise Ice would defeat 
the very object of His coming. How do the person 
and work of Christ answer this expectation? If He 
be a Saviour-God, we shall find in Him a divine glory 
half revealed and half concealed. Recollect that 
life; what was if ? It was the revelation of a 
divine glory half revealed and half concealed. When 
He is born heaven opens and angels come down, 
men are led by a star to the place of Jlis birth, and 
this birth is superlaanan. Ife has a human mother, 
but is declared by angelic witnesses to be the Holy 
One of God. Then comes a concealment of glory; 
He lies as a child in the bosom of a virgin mother ; 
He has to flec from the king ; and lives thirty years in 
obscurity. Then arevelation of glory again; the Spirit 
like a deve descends upon Him, heaven opens and a 
voice says, “'Lhou art My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased;” the Spirit drives Him into the 
wilderness, Ife is tempted of Satan, and angels 
minister unto Him; He spends His life in preach- 
ing ; in the midst of that life He ascends a mountain 
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with three chosendisciples ; there Ic is transformed, 
His face shincs brighter than the stm, a voice again 
is heard, “ This is My beloved Son, hear ye Him.” 
The glory passes, Ife descends, ITe pursues His course, 
Ile is betrayed, He hangs upon the cross ; but behold 
the sun iseclipsed, and the rocks are rent, and when 
the grave receives that form it only receives it for 
three short days; an angel rolls back the stone and 
sits upon it; they seck Him, He is not there, He 
appears in the midst of His disciples, the doors 
being locked ; forty days and nights He is with them ; 
His final act is to bless them; and then heaven re- 
ceives Him out of their sight; angels tell them He 
shall come again ; and some, like Paul and Jolin, vet 
eyen glimpses of Him in His glory. 

Now, we were not to expect in “God manifest in 
the flesh” an unbroken blaze of glory; that would 
haye destroyed all His plans, blinded men, and pre- 
vented their rejecting Him. He took our nature, He 
humbled Himself to shame, to servility, and to death ; 
but, ever and anon, along the course of that life 
of shame and suffering, burst out a glory which was 
not human, not angelic, but divine. We expected 
to see Him in glory half hidden and half revealed, 
and theres; L say, as I call you to “ behold your 
God,” Jesus of Nagreth is none other than the pro- 
phets foretold, an@wthan He Himself declared— 


« Emmanuel, God with BS: 
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Suppose again, that God were to take man’s nature, 
He would be a two-fold being, and we might expect 
to find two natures in one person. Now, is that 
what we find in Jesus? Of course we could not ex- 
pect to sce the Godhead in Him ; but we might expect 
evidences of two natures; one Infinite and Divine, 
one finite and human. I need not tell you, we find 
in Jesus Christ, from first to last, evidences of a 
human nature. In His birth, in His life of depen- 
dance, in Iiis acts of obcdicnee, in His sufferings, 
in His prayers, in His tears, in His groans, in His 
dying, in His grave, we see human nature. But 
is that all we see? Do we see no other nature ? Who 
is His earthly father? He has none. What is His 
name ? **Son of man.” Oh! but, His Name from 
first to last is also “Son of God.” Look at Him at 
twelve years old; Ife is subject to Tis parents. Is 
He human in Ilis subjection to His parents? God 
could not be subject. But hearken to Him. ‘ Son, 
wherefore hast thou dealt with us so?” «‘Son!” Ah 
that wont do. “ How is it that ye sought Me? Wist 
ye not that I must be about Aly Father's business ?”’ 
See the deep consciousness of a divine nature! Again 
He addresses that same mother, ‘* Woman, what 
have I to do with thee?” ‘* Woman.” Eas any child 
the right to speak so to his mothér ? No! it is an- 


But why do I stop here? See it in His baptism, in 
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His prayers; in the two-fold character of His life. 
Tt was all two-fold; for example, He obeyed as a 
man—He gave laws to men as a God. He wor- 
shipped as a man—lIle was worshipped as God. 
Listen to His prayer in the 17th of John. Oh how the 
human nature breathes in that prayer, mingled with 
the divine. He talks of the glory Ife had with God 
before the world was, and He says—* Yather, Z will 
that they also whom thou hast given me be with me 
where Lam; that they may behold my glory which 
thou hast given me; for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world.” And if you will take His 
dying scene, oh! what human feebleness in the form 
that hung on Calvary’s tree! But what divine words 
fell from those pale lips! How He gives that gift of 
God, eternal life, to the dying thief! From first to 
last, in that blessed One you see revealed ¢wo na- 
tures ; and even while pointing to His human form, 
we must exclaim, “ Behold your God!” 

Aswe gaze at Jesus, we see Him conscious that He 
was a Divine Person. You would not expect Him 
to go through the world saying He was God? But you 
would expect that that life would never be deformed 
or degraded by anything unworthy of God. You 
would expect His look to be worthy of God; and 
that from time to time there would drop words, 
showing that He felt He was from on high, and that 
He was superior to all, and that He alone was Lord. 


other evidence of a consciousness of a superior nature. 
| 
| 
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And that is just what you find in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Oh, listen to Him, as He stands among the 
Jews, calm and unconfounded: He says: ‘ Ye are 
from beneath, Iam from above.” What a conscious- 
ness of His divinity! «Thou art not yet fifty years 
old, and hast thou seen Abraham? Jcsus said unto 
them, Verily, verily, Isay unto you : Before Abraham 
was, Lam.” What a consciousness of His divinity ! 
He calls all the weary and the heavy laden unto Him. 
What a consciousness of a divine fulness to mect 
their need! He says, ‘ All things are delivered to 
me of my Father, and no man knoweth who the Son 
is, but the Father, and who the Father is, but the 
Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal Him.” 
Again, what a consciousness of the possession of all 
the wealth of the universe, and of His being un- 
known, in the deepest sense, to all but God His 
Father! rom first to last we sce «a consciousness 
of His divine character appoaring in the life of our 
Lord Jesus Christ on earth. 

Again, were God to take our nature, that He 
might redeem us, what might we expect as regards 
His purity? We might expect to find in Hima 
purity surpassing all human purity, surpassing light 
itself. And we might expect to find it peculiarly 
manifested. Is that what we find in Jesus? We 
find the purest saints in the Bible humbling them- 
selves in the consciousness of sin and uncleanness. 
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Isaiah, when he saw the divine glory, said, ** Woe is 
me, for Lam undone; because I am a man of un- 
clean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips, for mine eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord cf Hosts.’ Daniel, who was one of the most 
spotless men recorded in the Bible, and of whom 
we do not know a single sin, confesses his sin. And 
Paul confesses himself to be the “chicf of sinners a? 
but in the Lord Jesus we never find a single confes- 
sion or consciousness of sin: but on the contrary, 
the clearest consciousness of perfect purity. « Which 
of you convinecth me of sin?” The divine purity of 
the Lord Jesus shows itself in this way. Tis whole 
hfe, from first to last, was one mighty protest against 
sin; one mighty combat with sin. It was a battle 
with sin; Himself without sin. He was over secking 
torid the world of sin; and His life, from first to last, 
was the fulfilment of allrighteousness. But you sce 
His purity, not only in His whole life, but in parti- 
cular scenes ; for example, in acts of oxcecding good- 
ness and compassion ; and when Ie was in the fur- 
nace of temptation for forty days, and never yielded. 
And lastly, when Ife was plunged in the flery furnace 
of suffering, there it was Ilis purity was proved: 
We can talk about lim; but let a man come and 
strike us, and do ovil to us, and see if we won’t feel 
provoked. But Jesus, in all Tis anguish, and all His 
suffering, never uttcred a hasty word—never acted: 
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from mere impulse. In Him was only longsuffering, 
forgiving love, until, praying for His murderers, He 
dicd amid them on the cross. My words falter, my 
tongue cannot utter it. I must pass on to add a 
word as regards His teaching and power of love. 

If God were to take our nature upon Him, that He 
might redeem us, we might expect that His teach- 
ings would be possessed of a peculiar authority and 
originality, and altogether different from those of 
prophets and apostles ; that they would have anthor- 
ity, for le would speak in His own Name, as God 
to His creatures. This we find in the teachings of 
Jesus Christ. He gives laws as God. He says, 
You have heard the laws that were given by 
Moses; but I say, so and so, repealing some of 
those laws. “A new commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love onc another, as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another.” Ife speaks as a law- 
giver, and as a lawgiver in his own right. “The 
‘Son of man,” He said, ‘ig Lord of the sabbath.” 
With what authority He spoke, «A greater than 
Solomon is here!” He claims to be wiser than the 
wisest of men, and He made revelations that were 
never made before; but on them I cannot now 
dwell. I only say that His teachings were such as 
befitted and became an incarnate God. 

And then as regards His power. If God were to 
take our nature, that He might redeem us, you would 
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expect He would do works of power. The question 
arises, in what respect did the miracles of Christ 
and the miracles of the apostles differ? and if the 
miracles of Christ proved IIc was God, did not the 
miracles of Moses and of Elias prove they were God 
too? What shall we say? We say that there is 
between them all the difference between miracles 
wrought by power delegated by God, and miracles 
wrought by God Himself. Moses wrought miracles ; 
but they were wrought at the command of another. 
The Lord said, Do them, “take your rod, and 
throw it down,” and it became a serpent. *« Take 
it by the tail,” and it became a rod again in 
his hands. But Jesus wronght miracles by His 
own spontaneous will. When Hlias wrought mir- 
acles, he did it by the power of prayer. Jesus 
wrought miracles by His own direct power. When 
Paul and Peter wrought miracles, they did it in the 
Name of Jesus Christ; but Jesus did them in Hig 
own Name. Said Peter, ‘‘In the Name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk;” but Jesus 
wrought miracles in lis own Name. And then, the 
miracles of the apostles and proplicts were few and 
far between ; but those of Jesus Christ deluged every 
day with goodness ; multitudes were healed, when 
they approached Him, and looked to Him—every 
day’s work was healing and doing good. Oh how 
these works which He performed from day to day 
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—and all of them miracles of power—how they pro- 
claim with one multitudinous voice, “Behold your 
God!” 

One more thought. If the great God were to take 
our nature, that He might redeem us, we might 
expect to find in Him the manifestation of love, 
of peculiar love. A love very dcep, because unfathom- 
able; a love, in one word, infinite. There is love in 
your heart, in your home; but it is finite; it is 
a loye that embraces child, father, mother, wife, 
acquaintances, and there it stops; but if God 
were to come down and take our nature, we might 
expect to see a love deeper than the depths of earth, 
higher than the heights of heaven, longer than the 
reach of time—a universal all-embracing love! 
And what wus the love of Jesus? What was the love 
manifested from first to Jast in the life and death of 
Christ? It was a love that embraced the entire 
human race. World-wide was that love. ‘Come 
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” “ And Z, if I be lifted up, 
will draw aii men unto Me.’’ Oh the greatness, the 
goodness of that love! it was a love eternal—in- 
finite. It was a love that undertook the removal of 
all our sins, and all our miseries, at all cost to itself. 
Measure it, if you can; measure the love that under- 
took to take from us all our worldliness, to wash 
away all our sins, to blot out all our transgressions, 
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to heal us of all our discases, to deliver us from all 
our destructions. Oh that was a love that was infi- 
nite ; it was a love that not only undertook to do all 
that; but a love so deep, so high, so generous, so 
Divine, that it undertook, and imposed upon itself as 
its glorious travail and occupation, the giving to us 
and the loading us with all blessings up to glory, and 
immortality, and eternal life—the making us sons of 
God, and heirs of God, for ever and ever and ever. 
That was the love of God. And if was a love that, 
in order that it might accomplish these ends, passed 
through the floods of unfathomable suffering and 
self-sacrifice, and that had ever before it that dread- 
ful drama of the cross; a love that pressed on un- 
falteringely, until upon that bloody tree it poured out 
its lifc-blood, and its cries and groans, and that 
never ceased its struggles until death sealed its work 
on earth; until the sacred head was bowed upon 
the cross. Oh measure it if you can—the love that 
accomplished all this at the cost of all this suffering 
and self-sacrifice! Behold, then, your God! for oh 
friends! have we notin the life of our Lord Jesus— 
in spite of its suffering, and weakness, and shame— 
glory cnough, and goodness cnough, and beauty and 
holiness and authority and love cnough, to convince 
us that He was what God's Word said He was— 
that He was what He proclaimed Ilimself to be—the 
Son of God and the Siviour of the world. 
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Well, then, blessed are those that know Him, that 
trust Him, that love Him, that make that cleft Rock 
their hiding-place, that are washed in His blood, 
and stand robed in His righteousness. Oh that one 
might tell out what that blessed One is. Judge not 
of His glory by my feebleness and ignorance in 
uttering it. If I can say this much of Him, oh, 
what may you not learn of Him, if you will but 
learn from Himself. What may you not learn of 
Him, if you come to Himself. Oh come then to 
Him, that He may reveal Himself to you. No 
one knows Jesus Christ but God the Father; 
“neither knoweth any man the Father, save the 
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
Him.” Therefore, draw near to God, that you may 
learn what Jesus is; and oh, when you learn what 
Jesus is, you will say what Panl said eightcen hun- 
dred years ago: ‘I count all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord; and you wont tale it hard if you have to 
suffer the loss of all thines for Tim, but will count 
it dross for His sake. Oh that my Divine Master 
may manifest Himself to your souls. If He does, 
as He has to my soul, you will know something of 
the meaning of love! Oh, the love of Jesus, we are 
only beginning to believe in love. The world has 
little love in it; but in Him it is infinite, and that 
love sceks the good of others, and if we believe 
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im it, our good ; yes, friends, it is you He wants to 
bless, to enrich. Why did He die? It was not 
that he wished to heap upon this head what it de- 
served ; nay, but that Ile wanted to heap upon our 
heads the love of God, so that we may yield our- 
selves to Him. So then, come and draw nearer 
and nearer, until you can say, not as a matter 
of cold form, but of living experience: ‘‘ My Be- 
loved is mine, and I am His.” Draw nearer and 
nearer, until you see that glory as itis, and until 
you feel the pressure of His love round about you. 
I believe the only way the Lord keeps our cold 
hearts is by the everlasting embrace of Lis affection. 
It is by His taking the poor soul into His armas, and 
saying, “Lam thy God; I have atoned for thy 
transgressions ; I have redeemed thee.” Oh, it is 
then the soul abandons itself to God, and asks for 
nothing else but to live for Him. God grant that 
you may now this love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, for His sake. Amen. 


“THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
GLORY OF GOD.” 


“THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE 


GLORY OF GOD, 


‘For God, who commanded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

2 Cor. iv. 6. 


GF wo Sunday mornings ago—that is, the first 

time I had the opportunity of preaching to you 
since my rcturn from Franec—I spoke to you on 
the visible evidences we have of spiritual and cternal 
things, of things divine; and Jast Sunday J pursued the 
same subject,and spoke about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Were He to come down here, and take our nature, 
and dwell among us, and die for us on the cross, 
that He mighi redeem us—we might expect certain 
manifestations of His divine character and glory— 
to see in that human form which He took, something 
evidencing that He was God Jlimsellf; and I talked 
about some of those things we might expect to see 
in Him, and endeavoured to slow how they were 
seen in the Person of Jesus Christ. Some of you 
will recollect those Divine glories, and Divine power, 
and Divine love, of which I talked, and which we 
might expect to sce in God, if He were to take our 
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nature upon Him, and dwell among us; and which 
were really revealed in the Person of Jesus Christ. 
At the same time I took care to insist upon this, 
that the manifestation of God in Jesus Christ, was a 
manifestation of God in humiliation, and not a 
manifestation of God in glory. He took not on 
Him the likeness of angels, but of our flesh; and 
He came not to reign on earth, but to suffer and 
to die; and therefore we ought not to expect to 
find anything like a fall manifestation of His glory 
as God, only enough to convince us that He was 
God; but behold, rather, ‘ the Man of Sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief,” and thesin-atoning sacrifice. 

Well, now this morning I want still to speak of 
Jesus. Whata divine theme it is! how sweet for 
the believer to dwell upon! What other light and 
hope have we got ? Aud whatan endless theme itis, 
one finds no bottom in this ocean. Well, I want 
still to speak of Jesus; but from another stand- 
point. My address two Sundays ago was intended 
to present some of the grand visible evidences we 
have to confirm our faith. My object was not to 
meet the infidel, but to confirm the believer, and we 
need to have our faith confirmed; and there is 
nothing confirms the faith more than the sight of 
the rock on which we build those mighty proofs 
which God gives us of the reality of the things in 
which we believe. Then, last Sunday I dwelt on 
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the Lord Jesus Christ, and gave evidences of His 
human nature, and shewed how there shone out 
evidences of lis Divine character and glory. Now, 
I want to speak of a revelation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, far grander than that, and of an evidence 
which the believer posscsses, altogether dificrent 
from that evidence which was revealed one thousand 
eight hundred years ago, and one may call it the 
evidence of evidences. It is the most convincing 
evidence that God gives His people of spiritual 
things; the most glorious evidence God gives His 
people, far away and beyond all other evidences, 
and it is the only universal evidence God gives His 
people. ‘This evidence of the glory and divinity of 
Christ, is an evidence the humblest and poorest 
Christian hag got. And what evidence is it, now ? 
Well, it is this, God shines in their hearts,—that is 
the evidence,—to give them ‘the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
Now, I believe that the person who receives any 
truth without evidence, is credulous, just as ynuch as 
the person who rejects truth that has sullicient 
evidence, is incredulous. We ought to be neither 
eredulous or incredulous. 1 sometimes ask myself 
the question, “What about the old woman that 
lives on the back of those mountains between this 
and Belfast 2?” There is a cottage, anda humble 
Christian. She has got her bible, and there she is; 
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but somchow or other, from her very childhood, she 
is known, and loved, and honoured, and you go and 
talk to ler; she is respected as a Christian; they 
say, ‘‘ There is a person who is sincere ; that is areal 
Christian.” If you go to her, she will talk of Jesus. 
I sometimes think, How does she know the bible is 
really the Word of God ? She believes it. And what 
business has she to believe it ? Has she ever seen 
proofs that it is the Word of God? Has she ever 
considered that Christ was a prophet, and far more ? 
No, she never reasoned about these. Has she ever 
studied the prophecies of the Old Testament in con- 
nexion with their fulfilment in the New, and in 
history? ‘“‘Here is what men say, here is what we 
have got in the bible, and here is what we see talking 
place.” But has she ever read in this way? She 
has not put the two and two together, and said they 
make four. She has never taken these prophecies 
together and said, “These men must have been in- 
spired.”” Well then, is she credulous, is she a fool ? 
What evidence has she got ? What shall we say ? 
If we put her down as credulous, a believer after a 
foolish fashion, then we must put down the greater 
part of the Christian church, for they believe after 
this fashion. Well then, what shall we say? Shall 
we say they reccive the truth without evidence. The 
world may pronounce that judgment ; but then it pro- 
nounces it in its profound ignorance ofthe evidences 
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God gives His children of things which the philo- 
sophers of this world never had or dreamed about— 
what Paul talks about here: ‘ God, who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the: 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” That is, 
God has shined into her heart, and sho can no more 
doubt the things God shews her, than she could the 
sun. Now you know, the blind man that is born blind 
and never seos the sun, doubts its existence; but 


when you see it, you cannot doubt its existence ; you 
say, So itis.’ And it is just the same with a true 
believer—ono who sees Jesus; God shews them the 
reality of these things, and the beauty, and glory, and 
suitability of Christ; Godshines them into their hearts. 

ve God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.” And what is the light? It is the 
light the world wants, and that the philosophers 
don’t know anything about. It is a light of know- 
ledge. What kind ® Tt is the knowledge of glory. 
And what kind of glory? It is the glory of God. 
And what glory of God? The glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. Now, it is about this view of 
Jesus, given by the Holy Ghost, I want to call your 
attention to; and you will see it is a far more exten- 
sive view of Jesus than He gave here in tho flesh. 
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He said, The Spirit, when He is come, shall teach you 
nl things. And what I tell you now is the view given 
by the Holy Ghost of Jesus in all Ilis beauty and 
glory. It includes vastly more than what was 
revealed one thousand cight hundred years ago ; 
then it was clouded by the veil of flesh, and by all 
the suffering through which He passed; but now, 
says Paul, the view of the believer 1s so altogether 
different from the view the Gentiles have, that, says 
he, ‘* Wherefore, henceforth know we no man after 
the flesh, yea, though we have known Christ after 
the flesh, yet now henceforth know we Him no 
more.” It is altogether different now, though we 
have scen Him on this earth, and known Him after 
the flesh, and seen His glory there; yet now the 
view we get is altogether different. We know Tam 
now as visen, as spiritual, and as revealed to us by 
the Holy Ghost. Now let me talk to you about this 
view. What does te shew the believer in Christ ? 
He shews Tim glory. Whose glory? God’s glory, 
and the light of it, in the face of Jesus Christ. The 

knowledge of the truth is excellent, it is indis- 
pensable; but there is some knowledge better than 

other knowledge ; and the best knowledge of all, is the 
knowledge of God. We may get something of the 
knowledge of God from nature, which is an open 

book; and we may get some of it from tho law, in 
which He writes His righteousness; but best of all is 

the knowledge we get when we know Jesus Christ, 


a 
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for that is a knowledge of all Ilis glory, and fulness, 
and grace; and what is more, it isa knowledge that 
purifies our hearts and consciences, and eleyates our 
lives; and therefore it is the most excellent and 
precious knowledge—the knowledge of God in Chirist. 
Now, let me say here that I am struck by two 
thoughts. One thought is this, that God is all 
and in all; and the other is, that Chivst is all 
and in all. There is but one God; Ile is the 
first and the last ; yet Paul says : “I count all things 
but logs for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord.” Jlow can we explain this? God 
is all in all, the Father; and His glories are the 
highest glorics that are, and the only persounl mani- 
festation of God ig the manifestation He makes 
in His Son; God manifests nothing of Himself 
except in His Son. This is the glory of Jesus, 
that God shews nothing of Himself, except through 
Christ. There was nothing created without Christ 
—nothing done without Jesus. No one comes 
to God but by Him. Christ is the revelation of 
tod; He is the Word of God; He is the Son of 
God; the brightness of His glory and the express 
image of His person; and thus, if we want to know 
God, we must seek Christ ; He is God revealed, God 
manifest; and what the Holy Ghost does is this, He 
shews Jesus, and thus reveals God to us. When that 
knowledge shines into my heart, itis “the light of 
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the knowledge of God ;” and when it shines into the 
heart by the power of the Holy Ghost, it comes with 
such evidence, I can doubt no more; and I say, Jesus 
is divine, Jesus is the Saviour, and Lord of all. 
“‘The glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
Now, it has this peculiarity: it is not a mere 
doctrine ; it is altogether brighter and better; God 
reveals Himself; and how? He does not send us 
down a mere book from heaven, with doctrines 
written in it ; al no, it is not that kind of revelation ; 
but God reveals Himself in a living Person, and 
in the acts of that Person, and in the tears and 
sufferings of that Person, and in the death of that 
Person, and in all His doings God shews Himself, 
and He shews His glory, and a believer that knows 
Jesus knows God, and when he sees Christ by the 
eye of faith, he sees God. Tle has no need that 
any one should tell him there is a God; for he sees 
Him in Christ Jesus. God shews Tis glory in Jesus 
Christ, and ihe first glory He shews 7s His infinite 
grace—what some call merey, others goodness; but 
what we love to call grace; and God shews that in 
Jesus Christ. Job saw it: he fixed his eyes on that 
coming Saviour, and said, “I know that my Re- 
deemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth;” and then talks about his 
resurrection and confidence in God. And what a 
view he got ofhis Redeemer! That is what held him 
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up—and he said, “Oh that my words were now 
written, oh that they were now printed in a book, 
that they were graven with an iron pen and lead in 
the rock for ever.” And what were the words he 
wanted written’? Words of a poor dying sinner. 
The light of the knowledge of the glory of God had 
shone into that man’s heart, and in his Redeemer he 
had seen the light of the infinite love of God to 
him a poor sinner, and no affliction could tear the 
hopes it created out of his soul. It was a glori- 
ous light shone into the heart of David, when he 
wrote that 16th psalm, of Christ not being left in 
hades, and sccing corruption ; and when he wrote 
that 22nd psalin, he saw “ the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ ;”’ it 
was a divine knowledge. That is just the ight Paul 
saw when he wrote the epistle to the Hebrews. Ah, 
dear friends, I wish I could make you see it. I say, 
that instead of merely saying, ‘“‘I am a God of 
mercy,’ God teaches it to us by sending us a Person, 
and by redeeming us by that Person, and when any 
one looks at that Person he sees the mercy of God 
in Him. When Paul saw the priest in his garments 
of glory and beauty, and the altar, he understood 
what they meant ; he sces a sacrifice, and it speaks 
volumes to him; he sees a holy place, and he sees 
the veil devided, and he sces the mercy-seat in the 
presence of God, and he says, ‘‘It is all Christ,” 
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my Christ is the priest, my Christ is the sacrifice, 
my Christ is the rent veil, my Christ is the sprinkled 
blood, my Christ is the open way, my Christ is 
all. Now he has got hold of the manifestation of 
mercy in a Person loving him and dying for him ; 
he sees the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God’s merey to poor sinners in the face ef Jesus 
Christ. Ab, He had no necd to build on mere 
human arguments, for He had the teaching of the 
Spirit of God. Well, that is just the way God shews 
Himself to the believer—He shews Himself in Jesus. 
In the same way the believer sees the Justice of God. 
He sees it as Daniel did in the Ancient of Days, 
coming and executing judgment upon assembled 
millions. It is a view of God in Christ; it is not 
the statement, ‘God is just; ” but it is the fact that 
God is a Judge in Jesus Christ. This was what 
Paul saw when he wrote the 2nd epistle to the Thessa- 
lonians, in which he talks to an afflicted and perse- 
cuted church. He tells them that Christ will come 
‘¢in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of His power, when He shall 
come to be glorified in His saints, and to be ad- 
mired in all them that believe (because our testi- 
mony among you was believed) in that day.” 
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Well now, I say, the believer sees the glory of 
God’s justice in Jesus Christ, among men. He 
gets such a view of it as John did when he was in the 
Isle of Patmos. He did not hear a yoice from 
heaven, saying, ‘‘ God 1s just,” and wander about 
reflecting on it; but he saw the form of Jesus Christ, 
and the manifestation of God’s judgment—Josus 
judging everything. “His hair white as snow 3’ 
as the Judge, the Ancient of Days. ““ His eyes 
as a flame of fire’’—that is, the Judge in His 
righteous severity—in His soul-piercing knowledge. 
«Out of His mouth went a sharp two-edgod sword ; ”” 
that is the Judee that is going, with the word of 
His mouth, to smite the wicked ; Ile las only to 
speak the word, and that word shall smite them as 
a sword. ‘Clothed with a garment down to the 
feet ;”’ there is the Judge in His robes of righteous- 
ness. “Girt about the paps with o golden girdle ;’ 
there is truth. See Him with His limbs as pillars 
of marble, and His feet as fine brass, as if they 
burned ina furnace;” there is the Judge in His 
stability, and in Ilis steps of righeousness and 
purity. And then, “His voice as the sound of many 
waters ;’’ thore is the Judye, Wis voice is as the 
sound of many waters, and all mankind will hear 
it; and it is to speak in the depths of every con- 
science. First, He begins to judge the church, 
saying, ‘I know your works.” Then he goes on 
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to judge the world, judging in the end the iniquity of 
Babylon, the iniquity of Rome; and then judges 
the world, when the dead shall rise, and all stand 
before His Great White Throne. Thus it is that 
God reveals the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of His righteousness in the face of Jesus Christ. 
He shows us a Person, and He shews us that Person 
judging everything; He puts all judgment into His 
hands, that all men may see the light of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. That is the light 
that shines into the heart of the believer; and we 
wait not for the day of judgment to see it; for it is 
revealed now im the Word of God. 

Now one word about the effect of this, and what 
it ought to be on cur souls. Oh! wondrous know- 
ledge of Jesus, when it enters the soul! What a 
change takes place! Man says, like Peter, “ Depart 
from me, O Lord, for Taina sinful man;” but as 
he looks upon Him more steadily, there is the effect 
produced upon him, which was produced upon the 
dying thief. When he looked on Jesus, he saw that 
which comforted him, and on which he could rest ; 
and he said, ‘‘ Lord, remember me when Thou comest 
into tly kingdom.’’ He did not say, ‘‘ Depart from 
me, O Lord, for I ama sinful man.” In the sense of 
sin, the sinner says, ‘‘ Depart from me, O God.”’ And 
if is in the sense of sin he says, ‘‘Remember me.” 
Ah, friends, have you seen Christ so as to be led to 
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say in one sense, ‘* Depart from me, O God;”’ and in 
another to say, ‘ Lord, remember me.’ When a 
sinner sees Jesus thus, he falls on the ground 
like John; but then the Lord puts lis hand, as He 
did upon John, and says, “ J'car not; Lam the first 
and the last; I am He that liveth, and was dead, and 
behold, I am alive for evermore’’—lilts hin up, and 
shews him that the Judge whom he fears died for 
him, and rose again for his salvation. Then he can 
look; and what is the effect produced ? the same that 
was produced in Moses—his face began to grow 
bright, bright and beautiful, though he did not know 
it; and when he came down, people were afraid to go 
near him, for he reflected the glory of God. Thus 
is the brightness of God in Jesus Christ caught 
and reflected by the believer thal knows Him, See 
what Paul says, that gazing upon the Lord, we are 
changed ‘from glory to glory.” Now then gaze at 
Jesus, fill your heart with Jesus, grow like Jesus ; 
do not sit down and say, “i know Ilim;” but 
arise and say, “ That I may know Ifim.” And just 
as Mary filled the whole house wilh the odour of 
her ointment, you will fill every place where you go 
with the savour of the name of Jesus, 

And now, is there one here saying, ‘ Well, I have 
heard a great deal about Him; but I have never 
seen Him.” Ah! my brother, God says to thee, 
“Took and live.” Tere isa man; he has some- 
thing held close up to his eyes; you put something 
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before him, and he says, ‘I cannot see the object you 

place before me.”” How can he expect it till he take 

away what is before his eyes first ? Some say, ‘I 

cannot see these things.” Why? Because they are 

putting a piece of gold before their eyes, or else they 

; are looking into that black pit of their hearts, and 

say they cannot see Christ. Why don’t you look up? 

| Look to Him, and you will see Him. But if, while 

you direct your thoughts toward Ilim, you feel your 

blindness, say, like poor Bartimeus, ‘Jesus, Son 

of David, have mercy on me.” ‘Lord, that I may 

| receive my sight.’ And the Lord will no more 

neglect your cry than He neglected his. Then haying 

obtained your sight, and beheld your Saviour, like 

Bartimeus, follow Jesus in the way in which He 

walls. 

T have tried to make this subject simple and easy, 
and oli, may God bless it to our souls ; and may we 
. 
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go away saying, “ We would sce Jesus.” Oh! may 
we go away with our eyes opened. Look at Him on 
the cross ; look at Him in the glory, pleading and 
making intercession for you. Look at Him on the 
throne, coming to judge the world; and do what He 
said He wished Jerusalem had done; come and 
put yourself under the shelter of His wings ; and then, 
“He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under , 
His wings shalt thou trust.” 


. 


CHRIST DESPISED AND REJECTED. 
“ He is despised and rejected of men.” Isa. lili. 3, 


HERE are two ways in which the glory of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is revealed, and two ways 
in which it is perceived. The Sunday before 

last, I spoke to you of that outward revelation of it 
which all the world can perceive ; last Sunday of 
that higher, decper, holier, divine revelation of it, 
made in the hearts of truce believers. Christ TLimself, 
when on earth, was an outward revelation, or mini- 
festation of God; Ile was scen by human cyes, 
touched by human hands, His voice fell on the ont- 
ward ear, His mighty works appealed to the senses ; 
He proclaimed and proved Himself God ; and even 
those who hated Him were forced to confess His 
divine power and authority. This book, the Dible, 
is an outward revelation of Christ; it is a tangible 
volume ; its contents appeals bo our reason. Common 
sense can perceive in if wondrous fullilments of pro- 
phecy, authentie records of miracles, histories evi- 
dently genuine, which prove Christianity divine. The 
written Word, like the living Word, presents count- 
less indications of super-human glory to those who 
study it, even though they may not receive it in the 
love of it ; it does not need the Holy Ghost, it does 
not imply conversion, for men to bow to these out- 
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ward revelations. Many a man has defended the 
doctrine of the divinity of Jesus, who never trusted 
or loved the One he perceived to be divine. External 
evidences may beacknowledged by unconverted hearts 
and minds ; multitudes behold and confess the glory 
of Christ so far—but no further. Alas ! for them ; 
alas, that any should rest not far from the jetiedlond 
of God, yet not in it! 
But when “God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness,” shines into a man’s heart, 
and gives him a knowledge of His glory in Christ 
then a far different revelation is made, and it oapens 
ences a far different reception. This is no outward 
revelation, which all may perceive ; it is an inward 
revelation, made by the Holy Ghost to the heart, into 
which He enters to dwell there, an individual revela- 
tion, enjoyed only by believers. This revelation is 
independent of external evidence ; they who know 
not that external evidences exist, may receive and 
enjoy it ; they need no outward proofs that Christ 
is divine. His character, His work, His words shine 
with God-like glory in their sight ; they accept Him 
as the Son of God, they build on Him, they confess 
Him, they love Him, they live to Him, they behold 
His glory, under the veil of His humiliation. They 
see Him “as He is,’’ in a certain sense, and not as 
the world sees Him. By faith they see Him as 
did David, sitting at God’s right hand, till His foes 
be made His footstool ; they see Him as did Daniel 
coming with the clouds of heaven, to judge tiaras 
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and take His power and reign; they see Him as did 
Isaiah, worshipped by seraphim on His throne high 
and lifted up ; they sce Him as did John, that dear 
disciple in whom holy {familiarity bred only holy 
yeverence, and who says, “‘ We beheld Mis ylory,” that 
He was “full of grace and truth.” They see Him 
as did Paul, ‘highly exalted,” with a name above 
every name, seated fur above all principality, and 
power, and might, and dominion ;” they see Him 
as did John in Patmos, walking with eyes like a 
flame of fire amid His churches, carrying the keys 
of death and hades. O, whata view the believer en- 
lightened by the Holy Ghost gets of the glory of 
Jesus Christ ! Words fail to utter it. Tle it is of 
whom the prophets testified, lle to whom the apos- 
tles gave witness, He of whom God the Father said 
from heaven, “ My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased,” He whom countless miracles proclaimed 
divine, He who sent and gave the Spirit of God, He is 
revealed in our hearts, and we behold His glory, and 
bow before Him in worship and in love. 

But friends! to-day I must speak to you of the 
astounding yet awlnlly true assertion, “ fe is despised 
and rejected af men.” This glorious Christ, revealed 
so clearly to all professing Christians, revealed so 
savingly to us, is by some despised and rejected ! 

O, friends ! can this be? How, and why is this ? 
Are any of us guilty of this great and damning sin ? 
These are the questions to which, this morning, I 
earnestly invite your attention. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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And first: Can this be? Is it possible men dare 


to despise and reject Christ 2? Alas, alas! They 
did it in the days of His flesh, they have done it ever 
since, they are doing it still! Yea, many even of 
those who profess and call themselves Christians, of 
those who bear His name, and bow in seeming 
worship before Him, are doing it; for to profess 
Christianity is one thing; but to receive and confess 
Christ, enthrone Him in the heart, and obey Him in 
the life, is quite another. 

The gospel of John gives us not only many 
instances of the rejection of Christ by sinful men ; but 
it gives us also our Lord’s own account of the causes 
of that rejection. In considering these causes, we shall 
see that they equally account for the rejection of Serip- 
ture, which is the written (as He was the incarnate) 
Word ox revelation of God. John opens his gospel 
with the gtatement, “ Ile was in the world, and the 
world was made by Him, and the world knew Him 
not ;” and the same thought is embodied in the 
fieure, ‘*The light shineth in darkness, and the 
darkness comprehended it not.” Then contracting 
his gaze to a narrower sphere, he says, ‘‘He came 
unto His own, and His own received Him not.” As 
a nation, Israel despised and rejected Jesus, though 
individuals received Him, and became in conse- 
quence sons of God. The tale of rejection, written 
thus on the very first page, is told in almost every 
chapter, under one phase or other. Nathaniel, 
even, the guileless Israelite, inclines at first to reject 
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Him, as ho doubtfully asks, “ Can any good thing 
come out of Nazarcth 2” Here the humility and 
lowliness of Jesus was the stumbling-block. Israel’s 
Messiah a Nazarene !—a native of that mean obscure 
country town of i] repute ? No! he inclined not to 
look for the Lion of Judah in so lowly a form as this ! 
O friends, are any of you standing in doubt of the 
divine authority of this Book, because it speaks to you 
not with wisdom of men, approaches you not with the 
teachings of philosophy, nor dazzles you with the 
light of science ? Alas ! too many lightly esteem, 
and otbers positively reject the Bible, because it 
comes out of Nazareth! It has no grent prestige, 
no outward glory, tt shines uot like the sun, nor 
attracts like the pole, nor blows like the wind, nor 
purns like fire. It is not mighty, like what men 
fondly term the laws of nature; or at least its 
micht is unperccived by sense ; it is a mere book, a 
paper revelation, as scoffers deridingly name it ; can 
it be divine? Fiven good men often stand awhile in 
doubt. O, ye hesitating doubters, let me plead with you 
as Philip did with Nathanacl, Comm anp sex.” Be 
not repelled by the lowly pretensions of the Word of 
God, make acquaintance with it, and with Him of 
whom it tells, and you will quickly discover under 
this humble form the Son of God and the King of 
Israel. 

Seo again Nicodemus, the learned Pharisee, putting 
the truth from him with an incredulous, “ How can 
these things be?” Why did Ae incline to reject 
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the teachings of Jesus? He could not understand 
them, thoy were “heavenly things;" his heart 
and mind were earthly, he could not receive them. 
‘* Born again!” ‘ Born of water and the Spirit!” 
“Born from above!” What did the teacher come 
from Ged moan? Ah! enquiring but ignorant souls, 
are you similarly puzzled by what you read in Scrip- 
ture? Let not difficulties discourage you. A reve- 
lation without them could not be divine. Remember 
that. If you sit a sinful and finite man at the feet 
of a holy and divine Instructor, be patient, be 
humble, be very docile. Infinite wisdom will stoop 
to enlighten the lowly; but the proud, the captious, 
the self-confident, must remain in darkness. You 
cannot perhaps understand all the doctrines in the 
Bible; election may stagger, and regeneration may 
puzzle you; but you can at least understand this, 
that “God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”” Believe 
what you can understand, and a coming day shall 
clear up all the rest. 

In a subsequent part of His conversation with 
Nicodemus, our Lord traces to its root all rejection 
of Him; and His words read a solemn warning to 
every unbeliever. ‘“ Light is come into the world, 
and men love darkness rather than light.” ‘That 
was the fact. There were two antagonistic things in 
the world ; darkness, or ignorance and sin ; and light, 
or knowledge and holiness. The darkness was natural 
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and universal; tho light was a heavenly visitant. 
Men were at liberty to make their choice, and they 
chose the darkness, they loved it, and they hated the 
light. Why? The Lord gives the reason: ‘ Because 
their deeds ure evil; for every one that doth evil 
hateth the light ;” the cause is universal, if operates 
in all lands and in all ages, every evil-doer hates and 
rejects the light, and avoids it, “ neither cometh to 
the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.” Hear 
ye that, O ye rejectors of Christ and of His gospel ! 
Deceive yourselves no longer! It is not doubts and 
difficultics that make you unbelievers this day. He 
who cannot lie, and in whom is no darkness at all, 
asserts thatit is the love of evil, and that alone, which 
accounts for your condition. ‘Lhe truth of God re- 
vealed by Christ, the truth of God embodied in this 
Book, is rz RERUKE oF sty ; and thorefore sinners, 
that wish to continue sinners, hate it. Hero is the 
grand reason why Jesus is despised and rejected of 
men. He is by His own sinlessness, a witness 
against their sinfulness ; and, moreover, as we see in 
the seventh chapter of this gospel, Je testifies of the 
world tha its deeds are evil; and therefore the world 
hates Him, not merely it despises and rejects Him ; 
but it positively hates Him. ow should it be other- 
wise? Suppose now, a thief, in the act of committing 
a burglary, hears a noise, looks up, and perceives an 
eye fixed full upon him. Woos he love that eye? He 
hears a voice, “‘ Thou shalt not steal.” Does he love 
that voice? He is brought to trial; the witness 
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asserts, ‘‘ I saw him do it.” Does he love the witness 
whose testimony must condemn him? Christ, when 
on earth, was not only a witness for God, and of God, 
but He was a witness aguinst sin. There was not a 
sin His voice did not denounce, nor a hidden iniquity 
He did not uncover. And so the lovers of sin hated 
Him ; while those who felt the hatefulness of sin, 
and longed to escape from its tyranny and burden, 
loved Him. And O, friends, let this gospel teach you 
that it is not only the openly wicked and irreligious 
that are lovers of sm and haters of Christ, Do not 
comfort your souls with the delusion, that because 
you observe the outward forms of Christianity, there- 
fore you are not rejectors of Christ. Remember, 
His worst encmies wore the most religious people of 
His day—the Pharisees. 
“ Tho judged /hem with as tervible a frown 

Ag if not. love, but: wrath liad brought Him down, 

Yet He was gentle as soft suminer airs 5 

Had grace for others’ sins, but not for theirs. 

The astonished vulgar trembled while Ife tore 

The mask from faces never seen before. 

He stripped the impostors in the noonday sun, 

Shewed that they followed all they seemed to shun, 

Their prayers made public ; their excesses kept 

As private as the chambers where they slept. 

The temple and its holy rites profaned 

By mummeries, He that dwelt in it disdained ; 

Uplifte hands, that at convenient times 

Could act extortion, and the worst of crimes, 

Washed with a neatness scrupulously nice, 

And free from every taint but that of vice.” 
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It was these men whom He called whited sepul- 
chres, and on whom He pronounced His three-fold 
woe. Oh, are there any here like them—who think, 
by outward observances, ccremonics, and good works, 
to cover sin, escape rightcous judgment, and win the 
favour of heaven ? If there are, they are rejectors of 
Jesus, and in the nature of things can be nothing 
else. For He denounces them and their sins, and 
testifies against them. How, then, can they receive 
Him or love Him ? 

Time fails me to dwell on the other grounds on 
which the Lord Jesus Christ is rejected in this gospel, 
In the fifth chapter, Ho heals the poor cripple who 
had lain thirty-eight years by the pool of Bethesda, 
A wondrous work of merey and power this, which 
might well have secured lis universal reception 
in Jerusalem. Butit was wrought on the Sabbath 
day ; Jewish tradition had misconstrued the letter of 
the law on this point; Jewish prejudice was deeply 
wounded, and Jesus, who had offended it, was 
rejected. What! can prejudice make mon rejectors 
of Jesus 2? Yes; and bitter opposors too, as this story 
proves! LBeware, then, ye sticklors for tradition! ye 
who add to the Word of God the commandments of 
men, and teach them for doctrines! How many a 
faithful martyr has sulfored for nothing but opposition 
to ecclesiastical prejudice and tradition! And in re- 
jecting His disciplos, the persecutors have rejected 
Christ. 
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Another ground for despising and rejecting Jesus, 
shewn in the same chapter, was His claim to be 
cne with God, equal to God: divine. All israel 
would have received Him a prophet—as a teacher, 
evenas Hlias. But as Gop? No! it was blasphemy, 
He must be stoned. Note, that to receive Him as any- 
thing Less than God, was to reject Him. 0, ye who 
extol His spotless purity, and hold forth His matchless 
example, while ye deny His divine nature, and dis- 
allow the atonement wrought by His death, deem 
not yourselves ITis disciples, Ye, too, are despisers 
and rejectors of Jesus. 

Again, in the eighth chapter, He says, ‘‘ Ye seek 
to kill Me, a man that hath told you the truth. 
Because I tell you the truth, ye believe Me not.” 
The éruth about their own character and condition— 
the wrath about God's character and law, about His 
demands and judgments, was wepalateable lo sinners. 
They despised and rejected Tim who told it. Men 
will believe a lie, and receive a liar, who, like Maho- 
met, panders to their lusts, and presents to them a 
false gol; but he who will proclaim honest and 
unwelcome truth may be a martyr, like his Master. 

But enough! These motives and others led men 
on to the awful act of formally and finally rejecting 
the Son of God, and saying, ‘‘ This is the Heir, come, 
let us kill Him.” He allowed them to have their way. 
And what was that way ? 

When they had their opportunity, one sold Him; 
others bought Him; others hunted Him with swords 
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and staves ; some bound Him; some brought Him— 
the Lord of glory—before men, guilty men like them- 
selves; others judged Him; and when He said He 
was the Son of God, they tore their robes, and said 
He was a blasphemer; and when He said He was 
the Ising of Israel, they mocked Mim, they put on 
Him a crown, and put into His hands a sceptre ; 
they snatched it from Him only to smite Him on 
the head with it, and they bowed the knees in 
mockery; and to crown it all, they actually, one 
after another, spit at Him. Verily, «« He was dispised 
and rejected of men.” They scourged Him, and 
condemned Mim, then they bound on lim the erogs, 
and they brought Ilim to Calvary, and stript Jim 
once more, and they laid Him—the sinless Son of 
God-—on the cross, the holy Saviour, full of love, 
who never dia evil, whose life had been the expres- 
sion of God, whose words had been a stream of 
living waters, whose whole life had been a revelation 
of God Himself, whose life had been spent in 
actively expressing love, and bestowing mercies, 
and calling the guilty, and saving the lost; and 
they nail those hinds which had been clasped a 
hundred tines in theirs—those hands which alone 
can bless guilty humanity—they nailed them to that 
cross; and those fect, that so often had sped upon 
missions of merey, they mailed to the tree; and they 
hang Him up between heaven and earth, and they 
watch Him while he gives out His life's blood, and 
bows His head and dics. O, was He not despised 
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and rejected of men? He was a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with griefs: and we hid as it were our 
faces from Him; He was despised, and we esteemed 
Him not. Surely He hath borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows; for He was wounded for our 
transgressions, bruised for our iniquities ; the chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon Him; and with 
His stripes we (who believe) are healed. O, my 
dear friends, since that day, cighteen hundred and 
seventy years ago, when Christ was thus crucified, 
though He has been received by thousands, He has 
been rejected by millions, and He is rejected still. I 
will not speak to you now of how, after the Jews had 
thus rejected Him, the Greeks rejected Him, and the 
Romans rejected Him, and now to this day the Maho- 
medans and others reject Him ; because I want to say 
a word to some here who are rejecting Tim still. O, 
what a fact ! There are here this day, persons who 
after all they have heard of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
have never really received Him into their heart. He 
ig in some of our hearts; we can say we love Him ; 
but He is not in your hearts, my unconverted 
hearers! You love many things, you are not without 
love; but you do not love Him, Love Him ? Why 
he that loves Christ feels his heart burn at the 
thought of Him ; he loves the society of Christ ; he 
loves the people of Christ; he loves the Word of 
Christ ; he loves the very cross of Christ. Do you 
feel thus? Love Him? Ah, my friends, let our 
every-day lives—({1 do not say our Sunday morning 
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lives,) tell whether we love Him. Love Him ? 
What? When we cannot give ten minutes 5 
prayer? Love Him? When we take no pleasure 
in reading His Book? Love Him ? What? You 
who are pursuing pleasure, like a child a butterfly 2 
Love Him? Love Hin? When you are cherishing 
secret sin, hiding that serpent in your bosom, and 
loving it? Love Him ? Ah, no! Bat yet Jesus 
wants you to love Him: He wants to enter into 
that heart, and make it all His own. He is knockine 
at that closed door: but you keep Him outaide ; 
that door is shut and barred, with the very weeds 
growing about it, because it has never been Sener 
There are some hearts here al which Christ has bead 
knocking for years, and their doors know not how to 
open, they have been shut so long. You are reject- 
ing Jesus, dear unsaved soul ; if you do not bow the 
knee to Jesus, and own Him Lord, you are despisin 
His Godhead and Hig glory. If you do not ae 
upon His cross, and rest upon His atoncmont you 
are despising and rejecting the very mightiost act 
that ever God did, and that was, giving Bis Son to 
redeem us by Ilis own blood. When the Lord 
Jesus was rejeetod and despised by the Jews, God 
brought upon them the awful judgment, long threat- 
ened on the prophetic page. The destruction of 
Jerusalem was the result. Titus and his micht 
hosts beleagured the guilty city ; it walls were baker 
down, and its strects we refilled with corpses ; a 


gutters ran with blood, its song were carried captive 
a ? 
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and from that day to this it has been trodden dowz 
of the Gentiles. Dear unsaved souls, the day is 
coming when the Lord Jesus Christ, who is a stone 
of stumbling and rock of offence to all who reject 
Him now, will fall upon them in judgment—in awful 
judgment, judgment compared to which Jcrusalem’s 
destruction was as nothing. Our Lord says, that 
those that fall on Him must be broken ; but that 
those on whom He falls must be ground into powder. 
Q, beware, and be warned, while the Lord’s Spirit 
still strives, and while Me is still full of compassion 
towards you. Dear unsaved persous in this place, 
who are rejecting Christ, pause and think what you 
are doing! Ifyou go away rejecting Him, and if 
you go to your homes rejecting Him, you are com- 
mitting man’s crowning sin; and are provoking the 
lightning of God’s hottest indienation, Christ knoeks 


at your heart in His long-sulferine merey, and says, 
“Open unto Me! My very head, while I linger, is 
filled with the dews of the night; I wait that I may 
come in and feast with thee, and thou with Me.” 
Sinner, open to-day, open now; look up and say, 
‘«Mad fool that I have been, making a profession 
of religion, but m reality rejecting God’s own Son. 
T wonder that the earth had not opened, and that 
TI had net been swallowed up! Henceforth I will 
sive myself to Him, and I will receive Him as my 
Saviour. I will hearken to His voice ; He shall have 
a home in my heart; His words shall be precious to 
me, and I will take my seat where Mary took hers, 
at the Master's feet.” 
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My dear friends, there are souls here very far from 
God ; and yet they have often heard of Him who came 
to bring them nigh. Iam afraid for such, because 
the Word of God witnosses that it ig worse with 
them than if they had never heard the gospel. 
When the gospel is not believed, it becomes « 
* savour of death unto death.” « Tf our gospel be 
hid, it is hid to those that are Jost.” God forbid that 
any to whom I speak should bo of that number. 
Oh, friends, hhearken. Do you see this letter ? 
Only this morning it was put into iny hand, it teils 
of a person whom I saw but the other day, whom J 
walked and talked with, now struck speechless, ind 
every moment expecting the great change. And J 
whoam here to-day, what am f° Ana you, wl 
is your life? Men come and go. God f ays ] 
are like the grass that porisheth—like a vapour that 
passeth away. How soon if may be your turn! 
See to it, then, I heseech you, that ye be prepared, 
Neject not, neglect not the only Saviour. Receive 
Him and His saving work by faith ! Trust in Wim. 
love Him, receive Him: so shall ye become “* gon 
of God” and heirs of eternal glory. 
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“For t) be carnally minded is death ; but to be spiritually 
minded is|Jify and pence ; because the carnal mind is enmity 
against Gid; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 


in the flesh cannot please 


indeed carjbe, So then they that : 
God. Bit ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be 


that the Sjirit of God dwell in you, Now if'any man have not 
the Spirit }f Christ, he is none of His.’ Rom, viii, 6—9, 


re) tl eye of God the world, as this passage of 

} Sexpture shews us, is peopled by two classes : 

the jiving and the dead. Not the living who know 

that they shall die, and the dead whom we bury out of 

our sight| but the living who are spiritually dead, 

and the Iwing who have been spiritually quickened. 

This pasge has solemn thoughts for both these 
classes. 

Mos{sofemm thoughts for you, O deal sinner, if you 
could pnly receive them! “ Vo be carnally minded” 
—andyou are carnally minded—‘ is death,” eternal 
deathjeternal separation from God! Lhe carnal 
mind and you haye no other mind—* is enmity 
again} Go .” Awful attitude ! hostility to Almighty 
power| and wisdom, and Jove! ‘Por it is not 
subjec| to the law of God, neither indecd can be.” 


. 
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Fatal impossibility, which you feel to be /true. 
“ Those that are in the flesh”? —and you are jn the 
flesh, if unconverted—“ cannot please God;”’ that is, 
cannot do anything pleasing to Him; ecainot be 
pleasing in His sight. Miserable condition! “ If 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ ’—ind you 
know you have it not—-*he is none of His.” He 
belongs not to the Saviour—is no sheep of His flock ; 
has no vital connection with Him, as a|member 
of His body—he is none of His! ‘“ Zf you live after 
the flesh,” or natural mind, and thus only you live, 
“ you shall die,’ not in body only, but doufly die in 
soul, be a partaker of the second death ; ya are far 
enough from God now; but these words dejlare that 
if you continue to live as you ere living, ‘jafter the 
flesh,” you will bea thonsand times further! the gulf 
between you and God will become impagible, and 
you will be shut out from the light of Hisipresence, 
into the blackness of darkness for ever ! 

Dark and heavy words these, not much (aleulated 
to comfort weary souls, think you? Ah| say not 
so! The alarm bell that startled yon stumbercr 
from his sleep, sounded harshly and painfully; but 
it led to his rescuc. The terrible decision ¢ the 
surgeon shocked the patient, who dreamed n)}{ his 
case was so desperate; but he bowed to 1 and 
saved his life. God sounds His alarm, but tollispel 
your fatal dreams; He lays your case bare, aily to 
prepare the way for His cure. ‘He willeth nt the 
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death of sinners.’ He “would have all men to be 
saved, and to come to a knowledge of the truth; ” 
and He has provided a Saviour, and a way of salva- 
tion, (unfolded in the earlier chapters of this epistle 
to the Romans), so gloriously complete, that ‘ there 
is therefore now no condemnation ” to any who will 
accept it. ‘“ Whosoever believeth in Jesus is not 
condemned ’’—“ shall not come into judgment ; but 
is passed from death unto life.” 
“There is life for alook at the Crucified One, 
There is life at this moment for thee.” 

Make haste to be found in Christ Jesus; and the 
glad tidings will then be true of you: ‘ There is 
no condemnation.” 

And now, 0 ye who are ‘in Christ Jesus,” come 
hither; come to this eighth chapter of Romans ; 
come and drink decp draughts of cordial waters, 
that shall cheer and invigorate your failing spirit ; 
come, sheltcr you in a haven, where no rough 
breeze can stir the calm waters; come, hide you 
in a fortress, whence your unwearied adversary 
the devil can never dislodge you! O, re-examine 
your great salvation ; rest and rejoice in it; scan its 
height ; ponder its depth ; contemplate its length 
and breadth; trace it up to ils great source and 
foundation-head, follow ils marvellous course, right 
on to its glorious results; grasp its divine ecrtainty, 
its eternal security, meditate on it, and marvel! 
Marvel at the grace of God; marvel at the love of 
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Christ; and marvel that you should be an object of 
this grace, a partaker in this love, a possessor of 
this great salvation. 

Behold the position of those who are in Christ 
Jesus! No condemnation can ever overtake them ; 
for they are delivered from the law, whose demands 
have been met, and whose curse has been borne by 
Christ. It is silenced for ever as regards Him, 
and as regards those who are in Him; they have 
died under its sentence ; its power is gone. ‘* No 
condemnation” can ever attach to them; for they 
are not in the old nature, but in the new; the 
work of salvation is already commenced in them ; 
the Holy Ghost dwells in them, a Spirit of life—even 
the life of God, which cannot die—and a spirit of 
holiness ; and Ile dwells in them so permanently, 
that them mortal bodies, even if permitted for ages 
to see corruption, must ultimately be, by Tis power, 
quickened again, raised, and glorified. ‘*No con- 
demnation ’ can ever attach to them; for they are 
‘sons of God;” and in proof of this glorious rela- 
tionship, they already possess filial feclings; and 
in place of the slavish fear which hath torment, 
have already received the spirit of adoption—of son- 
ship, whereby they ery, “ Abba, Father.” Not only 
have they the feelings of sons; but they enjoy the 
privilege of sons: they are ‘heirs of God,” joint- 
heirs with Him who is Heir of all things. Glory 
shall be revealed in them; for the day is coming 
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when they shall be displayed as sons of God ; when 
they shall enjoy the glorious liberty of His children ; 
when they shall receive their full salvation, even the 
redemption of the body. And though, for the present, 
they may taste suffering and afiliction, it is not 
worthy to be compared with coming glory; and, 
moreover, it all works together for good. ‘The Spirit 
of God helps their infirmities, interceding for them 
and in them. They are predestinated to be like 
Christ—destiny of all destinies most glorious ! They 
are already called and justified, and, in the purpose 
of God, glorified! In a word, Goi is for them 3 and 
none can be against them. Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghosl, all combine to scene them everlasting bles- 
sedness; they are and shail be move than conqueror 

through Him who loved them ; and nothing in heaven, 
or in earth, or under the earth, shall ever separate 
them from the love of God in Christ Jesus their 
bord ! 

Ah, Christian reader, let not your eye take in 
these words, or your mind these ideas merely; let 
your soul drink in these (ruths, ponder in your heart 
each item of this catalogue of blessings! Mach item 
is in itself an imancasurable good, and altogether 
they form what? God’s sulvation 1 Your possession 
already entered upon, and ere long to be fully en- 
joyed ! 

Ts it so? Is God’s salvation so complete, so 
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glorious, so certain? And do you possess 1b as 
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yours 2? You do; and yet you are not filled with 
triumph, and do not rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and fall of glory! You are weary, discouraged, 
dissatisfied, sad in heart, and silent in praise? You 
do not feel like a conqueror, like an heir of God, 
sometimes hardly like a child? You do not expe- 
rience much of the Spirit’s witness with your spirit, 
or of His helping your infirmities? You do not 
constantly enjoy even “life and peace” in Jesus ; 
yea, at times you groan, as if it were not true that 
against you there is “no condemnation?” Ah! 
fellow Christian, wherefore ? wherefore ? 

These blessings are yours! for they belong to all 
saints, to all who arein Christ Jesus by faith ; but 
they are enjoyed only by those who walk not after the 
Jlesh, but after the Spirit. ‘For to be carnally minded 
is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace.” Sharp, quick, powerful as a two-edged 
sword, these words cut into the heart, laying bare at 
a stroke the secret of the spiritual coldness and 
deadness of which the saints of God are evermore 
complaining. His own experience convinces every 
Christian of their truth. ‘To be carnally minded is 
death ;”’ it isindeed. To he so entirely, and to be 
nothing else, is to be dead in sin, dead as a corpse! 
To be so in any degree and for any time, is to be, in 
that degree and for that time, corpse-like. Do you 
see that man? He has a dead limb, a limb in 
which mortification has already commenced. His 
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case is critical, desperate, fatal, but for surgical inter- 
forence. Such is the state of the Christian in whom 
the carnal mind is working—dangerous, deadly, but 
for God’s restoring grace. Do you see yon cataleptic 
patient ? Surely the stamp of death is on that 
countenance! Deathlike are those fixed sightless 
eyes ; dcathlike those pale rigid features; deathlike 
that stiffened form; deathlike those motionless limbs. 
Shout in that ear—it is sealed as the tomb ; listen 
for that voice—it is hushed as the grave! Is yon 
corpse-like figure really a corpse ; or is it a stony 
statue, dressed in the habiliments of life ? You may 
wellask! It isa living, human being, little as it 
resembles one just now. As little docs the carnally 
minded Christian resemble the spiritually minded 
one! Ie may have been born of God, he may be 
alive in the Spirit; but he is not walking after the 
Spirit ; he is not minding the things of the Spirit ; 
he is not living in the Spirit. Observe him! As 
far as his own conscious enjoyment of life goes, he 
might aswell be dead. Peace in believing ? he 
knows little of it! Divine love shed abroad in the 
heart, and casting its soft radiance over the life ? 
little of it! Joy in the Lord ? none of it! Work of 
faith, labour of love, patience of hope, all absent ! 
Speak to him of spiritual things; no response ! 
Listen for notes of praise; silence, dumb silence! 
Sign of life there is none ; can this bea living soul ? 
Alas! it can, the man is ‘‘in Christ Jesus ;”’ but 
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he is walking after the flesh, he is carnally minded ; 
and “ to be carnally minded is death.” 

Dear friends, in what measure is this your case ? 
Recall the soul history of the past day, and say, Have 
you been, as before God, as to your own experience, 
and in the eyes of the world, a living soul, or a dead 
one, a spiritual man, or a mere carnal one ? It has 
not been with you as you would desire ? Perhaps 
even the above description applies to your case ? 
Ah, beloved! why is it thus? The answer embodies 
a truth you need to realize deeply, and to remem- 
ber continually. It is owing to the two-fold nature 
of the Christian. fle is a new creature in Christ 
Jesus ; but the old nature lingers with him still. Not 
only is he a new creature ; but the Holy Spirit of 
God dwells in lim, and works in him ; Christ haying 
east out “the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobe- 
dience.”” But though Satan, that evil spirit, no longer 
dwells in him, he works on him, on his old nature, 
still ; and the world in which the believer finds 
himself is a world of which Satan is god. All that 
is of it—the Just of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life—are adapted, therefore, and employed 
by the adversary, to feed this old nature, to rouse it, 
to gratify it. Temptation comes, and is to the flesh 
what a spark is to tinder. In amoment its lusts 
and passions are excited, and the new nature, if the 
saint be not on his guard, is overpowered—the old 
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man gets the ascendancy, and sin is the result. 
Thus a downward course is commenced ; sin, like a 
loadstone, sinks the soul lower, lower, lower, each 
sin paving the way for the next temptation to be 
more successful than the last ; as a stone rolls down 
by its own gravity, with increasing velocity, the 
soul retrosrades, backslides, sinks, and would, but 
for the intercession of Jesus and the restoring grace 
of God, utterly perish in its own corruption. Thank 
God there is for the believer a power mightier than 
the power of sin, of Satan, of the world. But can 
we wonder, that while a spiritual man is running this 
carnal course, he should be destitute of life and 
peace? "Ihe carnal mind is enmity with God.” 
How is it possible that a ercature of God’s hand can 
have peace in insubjection to his Maker ? How is it 
possible that a child of God can be happy while his 
Father is displeased with him ? Life and peace co- 
exist with the desire and pursuit of carnal things ? 
Impossible! The two are antagonistic ; life and 
peace for the sonl are to be enjoyed only in connee- 
tion with God. This eratilyine of the unsubject mind 
and will, that are always opposed to the divine 
mind and will, must alienate from God—ninst, there- 
fore, destroy life and peace, and induce death in the 
goul. et the lamb expect repose in the jaws of the 
lion, or the dove in the grasp of the vulture, but let not 
the Christian seek life and pence in the indulgence of 
the carnal mind. Life aud peace ? Where flow thoy 
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in a glorious flood-tide of unfailing fulness? Above, 
where insubjection and enmity to God are not; 
above, where every desire is merged into one desire 
—to please Him ; above, where none does his own 
will, but where each and all do His commandments, 
hearkening to the voice of His words. Life and 
peace ! Look at the only One who ever enjoyed them 
in their fulness on this earth. What was the life 
that led to this. It was no path amid the flowers of 
pleasure, and the sunshine of outward prosperity. 
Dark was it and dreary, as to earthly things; for it was 
the life of a man of sorrows. But it was a life of sub- 
jection to the blessed will of God. It was the life of 
a Man who could say, “‘I do not Mine own will, but 
the will of Him that sent Me.” It was the life of 
One who laid open the secret of His peace and joy in 
the words, ‘‘ My meat and My drink is to do the will 
of Him that sent Me, and to finish JJis work.’ ‘Not 
My will, but Thine be done.” Spiritual life and 
peace shone pure, undimmed, as some bright star 
between dark clouds in a stormy sky, all through 
that life, tempestuous and woeful as were its experi- 
ences, Saint of God! be not deceived ! If you wish 
to enjoy those sweet fruits ofthe Spirit, you must, like 
your Lord, walk in the Spirit ; for to be carnally 
minded is death, and to be spiritually minded alone is 
life and peace. Depend uponit, the connection between 
your walk and your spiritual experience, isas closeand 
asinvariable as the connection between holiness and 
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life on the one hand, and sin and death on the other. 
It lies in the nature of things ; 1f you find the fruit, 
you may know the root ; if you are cold, careless, 
insensitive, unbelieving, unhappy or unfruitful, con- 
elude that you have not been walking according to 
the Spirit, or according to your new nature ; but 
according to the flesh—according to your “ carnal 
mind.” And what then? Must you rest satis- 
fied with that conclusion, and lie down in helpless- 
ness 2? Oh,no! Must you set to work and strive 
hard to bring this carnal mind into a spiritual 
mind ? To better this flesh which profiteth nothing ? 
Oh, no! futile, fruitless tasks these. Letit alone, dear 
Christian ; you are delivered from it, inand by Christ 
Jesus. It can never be changed, never be improved, 
and never be yot rid of cither, while you are in the 
body. It is dead virtually ; it was put to death on 
the cross. A crucified man is a dead man to all 
intents and purposes, even before he expires. So 
your old nature is dead in this sense, it is as yood as 
dead, it must dic ultimately, and it is now dying by 
inches, even though it straggle and strive for the 
mastery still. lt is a fallen foc; fear it not, let it 
alone, let it die. Vou are not in the flesh ; but in 
the Spirit, if you are w Christian ; and your business 
is to realize this, to believe it, and to act accord- 
ingly. The true way to overcome it is fo walk in the 
Spirit ; then you will not fulfil its desires, or be led 
captive byits power. Now, if you have been walking 
a 


ee ee 


a 


106 THE SPIRITUAL & CARNAL MINDS. 


in the flesh, and displeasing your Father in heaven, 
the first step the Holy Spirit mm you would lead 
you to take, the moment you suffer yourself again 
to be led by Him, would be to return to God, from 
whom Satan has alienated you. The first impulse 
of your new nature, when, having shaken off the 
fell grasp of the flesh upon it, it is free once more 
to act according to its bent,—its very first impulse 
will be this, to approach God in the language of 
confession. ‘If we confesss our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” It cannot rest without 
this; nor can it, prior to this, begin to taste “ life 
and peace.” But “God is faithful; no sooner is 
sin confessed, than it is pardoned. ‘‘I have sinned,” 
says David. ‘The Lord also hath put away thy 
sin,” replies Nathan; the barrier is gone, the 
breach is healed, the Tfloly Spirit is no longer 
grieved. ‘‘ The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses 
from all unrighteousness. God never wearies of 
pardoning, blessed be His Name. Weary not then in 
the task of confessing ; and remember, the more you 
makea habit of confessing to God even your least sins, 
the less sin you will have to confess. Confession will 
make you watchful ; so that at last you may have no 
acts of gin to confess. Then, let ‘* Cleanse thou me 
from secret faults,” be your prayer; but as long as 
the carnal mind remains cease not to “ watch and 
pray.” 
—SWGYWYS—~ 
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